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Visiting Eleanor at the Indian Residential School in Shubenacadie morning when
they woke, Annie's mother asked what she dreamed. "Nothing," she lied. Later
when she was with her friends she relayed her dream. How crazy it was! The others
reported having no dream, but Annie dreamed that her brother Mattie's best friend,
John Battiste, had given her a drink. And the cup--it was made of birch- bark, rolled
up in a cone. John Battiste was a young boy of 11 or 12 at the time, much younger
than Annie, and the thought was too funny and ridiculous to imagine! Annie had
several boyfriends in her time, but probably not one more patient than Richard
Nevins who courted her for over 5 years. Often he asked her to marry him, but
Annie at the age of 15 said she was too young and had to wait till she was 18. At 18
again he asked for her to marry him. She again said she was too young and when
she was 21, he again asked and she said no. Fi? nally, realizing that this young
woman had no plans for marriage, he told her that he had to find a wife as he was
getting on in age too. They parted and soon after he found a new girlfriend and they
were married. Annie's brother Mattie was married in 1938 to Martha Paul. He was
25 years old. Martha was 17. One year later in 1939, Annie's mother Harriet Lewis
died. Annie Lewis continued to live with her brother and his new wife and their
young daughter in the little house that their father had fixed up. In 1941, Annie had
her first experience with sex, an event that led to the conception and birth of her
daughter Marie Eleanor. Her boyfriend at the time soon left afterward and joined the
service and was sent overseas. When he saved a young man's life in Holland, the
family offered one of the daughters as a gift for the son's life. And he came home
with a Dutch bride. One evening in 1943, Annie was walking down the old road of
Chapel Island toward the wharf during the annual mission. She met up with Mattie's
old friend John Battiste who asked her if she had a date that night. Coyly, she
answered no and (he) began walk? ing with her. Such was the beginning of their
romance, and that November 26th, they were married. Their only son was born on
June 27, 1944, named and registered Douglas at birth, a name Annie always liked.
When he was brought home, her sister-in-law and father John took him to be
baptized at the nearby church. Children were baptized early in case of sickness.
When they returned, Annie was informed that the baby was bap? tized Thomas Leo,
Thomas after John's fa? ther and Leo after the priest who said that that would make
him a good boy. Centralization was a period that began in the early '40s, when the
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