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he looked like. And he said he had high leather boots on. When he asked him if he
wanted the drive, he said, "No." But right then, there was a kind of a...my father
knew there was some? thing that wasn't just quite natural about this. This fellow
said to my father, "No, | don't want a drive, but I'd like you to do something for me."
My father told him he would, if it was possible. So he told him that he was on this
ship, a Scottish boat that had been shipwrecked on North Harbour beach. And that
they had been drowned and their bodies came ashore on the beach. And he said,
"My body is buried down"--at that time there was a cemetery at Cabot Landfall. All
my people were bur? ied there first. With the wearing away by the sea, erosion,
their bodies were becom? ing exposed. So my people were moved up to the Aspy
Bay cemetery. And this is what this fellow told my father: that his body was
becoming exposed. And he asked my fa? ther if he would shift him in further. And
he told him where he was from--Paisley, Scotland. And he told him his name was
An? derson. And he told him where to get in touch with his people, his descendants.
And my father told him he would sure look into it. And then the fellow was gone.
(Disappeared or walked away?) | don't know, really. | heard my father say, but |
don't remember. But he went home. And on the way he was wondering, did he
dream that or have a nightmare--he was so certain that it was real. And when he
went in the house his father, old John MacDonald, sitting at the end of the table,
reading the Bible--and he told him what took place. His father, who they called Red
Jack, was a pretty hot-tempered fellow. And he just didn't take too kindly to what
my father told him. My father insisted that he have a look. Well okay. They went
over the next morning and went over to the bank, and there were the two leather
boots sticking out of the bank. And they took the ground from over him. He was
wrapped into a canvas, and his uniform was on him just like my father had seen
him, only if you would touch it, it would disintegrate. And there was a piece of
money in his pocket, you could see it through the uniform--I expect it was a half
crown, from what I've seen of English money afterward. They dug the body up and
reburied him. (Did they mark the grave?) | don't think they did. | know | looked
down there, and the only grave | can see there is a Mac? Donald fellow; he'd be a
different Mac? Donald than | am. But there used to be-- well, the major Protestant
cemetery for that area was down Cabot Landfall at that time. And | can remember
myself going over there and looking and seeing a coffin sticking out of the bank.
(And your father would tell this story?) Oh, yes. (And over the years, he never
doubted?) No. (And was that the only thing that ever happened to your father.) Yes.
That's the only thing supernatural | ever heard him mention. They moved the body
in. And he wrote to the address in Paisley, Scotland. Sent the money, and got back
a letter and a plaid shawl. Eddie Fraser, Bay St. Lawrence: We walked, me and
Simon, we walked all over the Cabot Trail when there was no road, only to go by
foot or snowshoes in the wintertime, and on horseback. Couldn't get there with a
car. Simon Fraser: Just a little path. college of cdpe presents Songs & Stories from
Deep Cove Cape Breton (Edited by Ron MacEachern). Twenty songs from earlier

pagel/2


http://capebretonsmagazine.com/modules/publisher/item.php?itemid=1002
http://capebretonsmagazine.com/modules/publisher/category.php?categoryid=99

Cape Breton's Magazine
Cape Breton’s P 9
MAGAZINE

days, complete with note and verse, as remembered by Amby Thomas who was
born and raised in the small fishing community of Deep Cove. The book also con?
tains many of Mr. Thomas' memories of growing up in Cape Breton. Soft cover, over
twenty illustrations $4.95 Patterson's History of Victoria County (Edited by W.
James MacDonald). G. G. Patterson wrote the history in 1885. The work has been
updated with added appendices and footnotes. Complete with early photographs,
first settlers' names and early place names. Beautifully bound, hard cover $13.00
Records GLENDALE '77 - A live recording of the 1977 Cape Breton Festival of
Fiddlers at Glendale, Inverness County $6.50 THE RISE & FOLLIES OF CAPE BRETON
ISLAND - Original cast re? cording of the music and comedy revue that took Cape
Breton by storm $6.50 Historic Map Reproductions DETAIL OF FORTRESS
LOUISBOURG (circa 1760). A beautiful detail of the city and fortifications. One of the
few maps of this period in English. 11" x 16" . . . Matted - $10.00 / Framed - $30.00
THOMAS KITCHIN'S MAP OF CAPE BRETON (circa 1758). An exquisite map of the
island by the English geographer. Beautifully illustrated. 12" X 16" Matted - $10.00
/ Framed - $30.00 Still Standing (Terry Sunderland). Thirty-two pen and ink sketches
of older buildings from all parts of the island: churchtes, general stores, farm
houses, private residence, etc. Accompanied by concise notes, including historical
and architectural information on each building. Heavy paper. . . . $7.95
breton press AVAILABLE AT MANY RETAIL OUTLETS. // you wish to order by mail,
send cheque or money order in the amount indicated to: The College loff Cape
Breton Press P.O. Box 5300, Sydney, Nova Scotia, BIP 6L2 (14)
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