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us. They exchanged with us. We had lots of cigarettes and tobacco, and some rum.
They had lots of bread. We were exchanging that with one another. My lieutenant
took me and three more Hungarians, and we went to them across the line, without
rifles. I talk the Russian language. The lieutenant told me, "Ask them what they're
shooting up there." They told me, "Brothers, don't shoot one the other. Kill your
officers and go home, like we do. What are you fighting for?" The lieutenant asked
me what they said. I told him that. "Turn back," he said. We went back. After that, it
wasn't allowed for us to go up there; they weren't allowed to come to us. Went like
that for two days. The third day, said, "Move out beyond them to Odessa base on
the Black Sea." We weren't fighting, just walking behind them.  (What did you think
of the Russian sol? diers? Did you think they were crazy?) No. No. We thought they
were doing all right. We were glad that happened in Russia--war going to be over.
But we were wrongo We turned back from the Black Sea, went to Ru? mania-
-Rumania gave up fighting. They laid down their arms. So we went inland. We were
up there a couple months, resting.  Well, anyway, we were moving from one place
to the other like that. One day-- week before the war was over--by the Swiss Alps--I
had 6 men, we were on patrol. We hit Italians up there. They came behind us.
"Stop!" We threw the rifles down. They took us away.  Before, I wasn't worried that I
was going to get killed. That meant nothing, to be  killed. But it meant a lot of things
to lose the arm, lose the leg, lose like that. It would be better for a man to be dead.
They were shelling, our artillery, shel? ling the road; and so we were going behind
their line. That's the time I was scared, I was worried I was going to be killed. I'd be
sorry if I'd be killed. But anyway, I wasn't.  I went in a concentration camp by
Verona. (An Italian concentration camp?) Yeah. 250,000, all prisoners of all kinds.
They kept the nationalities separate. Rumanians, Germans, Hungarians, Polish,
Czechoslovak- ians, us. 25,000 Austrian soldiers were up there. In July, they let
Czechoslovak pris- oners go home. And I went with them. I es-  The Nova Scotia
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