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And that's what we were getting up until the time Jimmy came home in 1945. That's
less than $25 a week. Can you imagine! And that included everything--feed your
chil? dren, look after them. If I didn't go to work, you know, what else was there? 
And many more women went to work. Not all for the same reasons;, but you know,
they felt it was their patriotic duty to re? lease a man for service.  (Who cared for
the children while you worked?) Oh, my mother. Well, you know, I wouldn't let my
mother look after them to that extent. She was here with them and she guided
them, but as far as washing for them or cooking for them or getting them lunch or
something--because, when I came home from the steel plant, I used to have to go
to the store and pick up the grocer? ies , and come home and cook the dinner and
do their laundry and everything like this. 'Cause I wouldn't allow my mother to do
that. (It must have been hard.) Well, I was a lot younger then. I didn't mind it that
much.  Kit Falconer; (Were you married then?) No. (Were you working?) Oh, yeah. I
worked housework, restaurants, I worked for a dairy, different things. You name it. I
was living with my family, but I was pay? ing my way. After all, we've got to work.
There wasn't anything, really, for a wom? an- -only restaurants or housework or
some? thing similar to that, that's all. Doing the dirty work.  (Were you surprised
that the steel plant was hiring women?) Really, I was. But when  I heard they were, I
just took the oppor? tunity. I said, Well, that's for me. I'm going to put my name in,
and if I can get a job, I'm going to work.  (Was there any chance of a future there?)
No. You'd just be on there till a certain time. Once men were coming back, there'd
be jobs for them, and they wouldn't re? quire girls. (Did they tell you that when you
were hired?) Oh yeah, we knew that; it wouldn't be permanent or anything like that.
(Did you ever wonder whether that  '' CCCTT/AI C    AMn   C/CMTC    1QO/I *' 
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