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But anyhow, to save him walking the whole length of the mill, this is what Maynard
used to do: he use to dump the boxes, and he taught me how to catch them back
up a- gain and bring them back so that that poor old fellow didn't have to walk all
that distance. Well, | thought it was part of the job. He also taught me so many
things about the lifts; you know, when you get the lift up, to keep it from swaying,
and things like that. Another thing he taught: this great big enormous screw on top
of the housing-- they had to tighten that to hold all the things in the housing for the
rails to come through, so they wouldn't move, so there wouldn't be any bumps in
the rail. But Maynard used to take the big hook--a great big enormous thing--we had
two hooks on our crane--and he used to sway that hook, and he could tighten with
those hooks so the men didn't have to hammer that screw down. Save the men the
work. When the men were standing on the top of the housing, they could almost
touch the cab of the crane, they were that high up. But he would use that, and he
would pound it. Well, he taught me that. And | thought it was part of the job. | never
realized that he was making a show-off of me. Because later, | discovered,
everybody used to stand and just watch, and they were in awe of the things | could
do, with the straps. Now, we'd take hot steel--and the steel things were about the
same length as this room--I could take the straps and put them on the end, lift them
over, drop them on the pile, and then take the straps off and come back again. |
didn't know that the others couldn't do that, see, '‘cause | only worked with May?
nard. (What would the others do?) Well, they would have to have a crane-chaser
take the straps off for them. They would have to follow the crane. They had great
big long hooks, and they would unhook the straps off the hot steel. But see, he
taught me all this, and | didn't know but what it was part of the job. He was so
proud that they'd picked him to break me in in the first place. He was so proud. And
he was crazy as the birds, and he and I clicked right from the Day One. Now his son,
Roy, was on the other shift. They also later gave him a girl to break in, and of
course, the race was on. There was only one job, right? So it was whoever was
going to make the best craneman was go? ing to get the job. There were other
cranes for this other girl to get. You know, she wasn't going to be out of a job. But
the rail mill crane was the piece of cake. So, the race was on. He was deter? mined
that | was going to be the one. There seemed to be rivalry. (He not only made you
a good crane opera? tor, he made you a better one.) Well, a show-off-y one. |
wouldn't say | was bet? ter, because | wasn't as fast. | was too careful to take any
chances that they would do, for saving time. In other words, both him and Roy
would come through the mill, they'd drop their chain on their way in so that the
chain was right at the spot. Where | would wait till | got there, and then drop the
chain. Because there was too much in between. You know, | wasn't as fast as they
were. And | was always scared of hooking the end of the chain into the housing
or--you could do a heck of a lot of damage. | went on the plant on October the 19th
of '42, and | went over to the rail mill the last week of November. And then | was
with M'aynard--I guess till January, they left me with him to get the training. Perhaps
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