
Cape Breton's Magazine

Page 18 - Women in the Steel Plant, Part Two Rose Grant Young, Crane Operator
ISSUE : Issue 37
Published by Ronald Caplan on 1984/8/1

other shift, he went into the army in Ap- ril--and- this is what they were grooming
me for. By that time I had taken over the crane. The interesting part of that is that
Maynard became my father-in-law and Roy became my husband. Roy came back in
June, and we were married. We met through his father, really. It was unusual. I
could see how much like his father he was. And I thought his father--the sun and the
stars shone out of his father--and he was very, very much like him. (And they were
both crane operators.) Yes. (And so were you.) Yeah.  (It wasn't enough that you
pulled the le? vers . They wanted you to know the mechan? ics of the crane as well.)
Nobody wanted me to do it, only Maynard. Now, there was a trouble-man. If there
were trouble on different shifts, all we had to do was call a trouble-man. If we had
trouble with the electric, we called a fellow from the electric department. And one
time a man came up. He said, "I'm from the electric department." And I said,
"Okay." "What do you do," he said, "if the fingers on your board jam?" I looked at
him and I said, "I change them." He said, "You what?" I said, "I change them." He
said, "Show me." He didn't believe me. So I took the skirt off the box, and I took one
that was kind of frayed, and I put a new finger on it, and I put the thing back on. He
said, "Do you know what you're doing? You're taking my job." He said, "I often
wondered how come we don't get a call on your shift." And he said, "Now, I know."
He said, "Maynard." They never got any calls off Maynard's shift, but they knew him
so long, and they knew that he knew as much about the crane as the fellows that
had to come to fix it. And what he knew, he taught me, see. But I never reali'ed that
there was a certain man for a certain job. I had never worked under that system
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