
Cape Breton's Magazine

Page 53 - A Legend Reconsidered "Granny Ross" by Elva E. Jackson
ISSUE : Issue 37
Published by Ronald Caplan on 1984/8/1

the 4 acres for many years after his death. A fifth generation, Charles H. Ross, lives
on the crown grant today.  I want to say, in correcting what I wrote several years
ago, I now believe that Gran? ny Ross was not bom in France, but that she was one
of the Acadian family of Le? Jeunes living at Little Bras d'Or in the latter part of the
18th century. Tradition has said that she made 60-mile trips on foot to Little Bras
d'Or with her husband, and carried home potatoes and other sup? plies on her back.
This seems quite reason? able. During the winter they could easily have hauled
hand sleighs on the ice from Little Bras d'Or to Baddeck or Nyanza when they came
to visit their relatives. I also believe she was much less than 117 years of legend.
When we consider that her mar? riage to Lemuad Briard was in 1786, she could
have been bom as early as 1770. Girls married early in those days. She was
probably still a young woman in 1793 when James Ross married her. If she died in
1860--the date of which I've never found any documentation--she could very well
have been less than 100.  (You don't think she ever went to France?) No, I don't.
(What about the vaccine? Do you have any feeling for the smallpox stor? ies?) Well,
there was such a thing as cow- pox. The cows used to have it. I don't know if they
had it about their teats or not, but a milkmaid who had a cut in her hand, and
milked a cow who had cowpox, used to catch the cowpox. And they found  out that
anybody, whoever had cowpox, nev? er took smallpox. So it's possible that they
made use of that. I don't know if they would subject themselves to cowpox be?
cause it wasn't a very serious illness--so that they wouldn't take smallpox. I've
heard of that. So it could have been, you know.  Museum of  Cape Breton Heritage 
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