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(Is it common for someone to sing at the bedside of someone who's dying?) Oh, it
was years ago. And | often wondered about that. My God Almighty, | said, what's
go? ing on here--why would people do that? (How do you mean?) Well, it sounded
SO crass, somehow--a person is dying, and you're singing away at the top of your
voice. But this was the faith they had. Which we haven't got. They'd be singing be?
fore a dying person. And they'd administer to him, you know. Now all these things
are done at the hospital--they administer to the dying. The Indians did that in the
old . days. And they knew--how was it they knew that a person was going to die?
Because of their experience, | guess. They knew just when a person was dying. And
they'd gather, and they'd sing, and say a prayer. (When a person does die, the
Indians--do they have a wake?) They had a wake, yeah. In the old days, they'd clean
up the re? mains, you know. They'd put the remains in a cot or bed or somewhere.
Clean them up and put clothes on them. And sometimes make clothes for that
person that died. And then the men would get to work and make a coffin. They'd be
hammering away all night. No such a thing as Curry's in those days. They were
there, | guess, but these people weren't, you know, rich e- nough. So they'd get
boards and lumber-- the cloth. And they put the remains in there. And then there'd
be a wake for may? be 3 days. And they had a custom--the In? dians had a custom.
And there's a little bit of comedy effect, anyway. Charlie Gould told me this
story--because | brought it out--otherwise he wouldn't have told it, you know. | only
said this as a joke. | said, "The Indians--if one person came in. NOVA SCOTIA
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Stranger from some other community, they'd all gather round the coffin and they'd
sing. Say their prayers, their beads, and singing, and everything. When they were
through, the person, you know, the stranger, is welcomed then. Now he was
welcome, all right, but it was--what would you call it?--the proper thing was done,
the custom had been fulfilled. So, 15 min? utes later, another stranger comes in--all
over again--the same thing all over again." And | said, "l guess maybe there was a
lit? tle bit of competition there. Because let's say somebody died in Barra Head, and
there was a group coming from Whycocomagh or Bayfield, they made damn sure
that they had a singer with them--somebody that could recite the beads, the rosary
and that. And | very seldom saw a group of peo? ple coming without a prayer
leader. And," | said, "l wonder if there isn't a bit of competition involved there, or a
little bit of showmanship." My God, Charlie Gould opened up then. He said, "There
is. There was. | can attest to that. Because | was with a bunch one time. And Simon
Morrison was there. And," he said, "Simon was the driver. So there was old Stephen
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Gould, my father, and there was Johnny Gould, and there was Noel Moore, and there
was somebody else, anoth? er singer, and | was only a young fellow," he said. "And
we came to this house in Bar? ra Head where--1 don't know who happened to be
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