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that stuff in, but it was up to us to keep them weeded, keep the bugs off of them.
They'd be doing the ploughing. And one of the boys would be driving the horse, and
we'd be planting the potatoes behind. Then they'd make the drills and things for the
vegetables, So we were all in together at all times. The girls would go to church on
a Sunday morning. The boys would take over and make the breakfast, wash the
dishes, and do eve? rything like that. And if the boys would go to church, the girls
would take over, split the wood, butt the wood, and do all that. Now, if the boys
finished their cut? ting the wood and the kindlings and every? thing out on
Saturday--we never had to do anything on Sunday--well, they'd come in. If we
weren't finished scrubbing, they'd get down to scrub with us. So we all pulled
together. (So there were no jobs that the boys only would do?) No, no, no. In the
wintertime we were out shovelling the snow with the boys. And if the boys had
something else to do, whoever was finished first would bring in the coal, the
kindlings, or what? ever. Everything was equal. So my brothers could do the
housework just as good as any woman. And the women, you could do just the
outside. Oh, I loved splitting wood. | lived splitting wood. Splitting wood and
shovelling snow are my two favourites. (The other two families on the island-- were
they contributing to your household?) Oh no, no, no. They had their own places to
look after. Because the Nicholsons next to us, on the Bras d'Or end, they had 8
children. So they had their own to look af? ter. Then the next family up, it was this
elderly man and his sister, and they were well up in years. (In the fall, who
butchered the animals?) My uncles would do it. Then they'd hunt deer. The boys,
my brothers, would always have snares for rabbits. They had nets and trawls out for
the fall. Then the winter? time, they used to get fresh fish off the ice. You'd have to
go on your belly on the ice. You'd have to put spruce boughs on the ice and go on
your stomach and watch down. You could see them down the bottom, coming to
your hook. Oh, that was nice, that was fun. When we finished the supper, and we'd
finish the bam work and all that, we used to go down to the shore to do the fishing.
But it wasn't as good then--it'd be better in the daytime when the sun would shine
down in the hole. The flatfish would come over in the sun, and you'd get them
better. But we couldn't go, we had too much to do at that time. We couldn't get
down till after supper, and it was get? ting so cold then. Oh really, | loved fish? ing.
Well, my brother got lazy fishing them, and he'd spear them. But when you'd spear
one of them, that would mess up the bottom, and you'd have to wait till your water
would clear again. And he used to put bait--leftover potatoes from the meals, and
put that down, that would gather the flatfish around. They loved potatoes. When
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