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in the house to eat." And Father, of course, would get things, and he would go up to
the house and tell my mother to get some clothing ready to send to those poor
people. And my mother was just as good as my father. (Did your mother work in the
store?) Oh, no. She had 6 children--well, of course, she always had help, because
you could always get country help. We al? ways had a man who took care of the
stable. And of course we always had female help in the house. (Do you remember
Gabarus when it had 1000 people living there?) Oh yes. And we had a Roman
Catholic church, a Baptist church, a Methodist church, and a Presbyterian church.
All the Scottish people in Gabarus were Protestants. And Gabarus was divided. We
lived at The Hill. And then, about a mile and a half, was The Barachois. And at The
Hill we had our own school, and at The Barachois they had their own. Which was all
wrong--it shouldn't have been that--it should have been one big school. And that's
what my father wanted them to have. Politics, yes, people and politics--very strong.
We were very staunch Conservatives. And down at The Barachois there, the major?
ity, I would say, were Liberals. Therefore, the feud wasn't any different than it is
today. And whenever a politician of any note came to Gabarus, of course he was al-
ways a guest at our house. | have a picture | shall show you before you leave of Sir
Charles Tupper. He spent a night at our house. He came to Gabarus from
Louisbourg by boat, steel boat. He went to the village hall and made a--well, it was
a gathering--made a speech. Then he came to our house and they had a big din?
ner party--all the Conservatives, and the big whips in Cape Breton came. And then
that night at 8 o'clock he was to go out on our porch and make a speech for all the
country people. And the people came from Grand Mira or French Road--all over the
place. And our place was all decorated, you know--our place was always well kept.
We had beautiful flower beds on both sides, and lovely trees, and iron gates and
fence--all that sort of thing. So we had a big arch over the gate with "Welcome."
They had the trees all over trimmed with Chinese lanterns. And just about the time
Sir Charles was to go out to make the speech, the heavens opened. And the rain,
and the thunder, and the lightning. The country people in their best clothes got
soaked and drenched. But Sir Charles made his speech just the same. So he stayed
at our place all night. And | was 5 years old. | was very shy. Anyway, | didn't want to
see Sir Charles. But in the morning, our house--you see, it was a large house--so he
came down the stairway. Then there was a hall as lonp as from this t Turnstone
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