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(You never chose to marry.) Never had time. (When you were young and in
Gabarus, did you think you'd ever marry and stay there?) No, no, | never thought of
it. (Did you ev? er think you'd make your life in Gabarus?) Well, when my father and
mother lived, of course, | always--it was home. It was the only home. | still think of
Gabarus as home. (If there were about a thousand people when you first remember
Gabarus, how big is the community today?) | suppose 200, maybe. (And that's not
all year round.) No. In the wintertime, | told you 40 houses closed. But Gabarus is a
pretty little vil? lage. Lovely harbour--never froze over. And you know, when they
started to talk a- bout--in Gerry Regan's day--to get a new steel plant, they were
going to build it in Gabarus, down at the Gull Cove. Well, when | heard about that |
said that's the craziest thing | ever heard tell in my life, the graveyard of the
Atlantic. When | was a child, the ships going across--we used to call it the Old
Country--there were hidden shoals and rocks, and the wrecks that would be down
there. And | said, if they were goring to build, why didn't~they go to the harbour?
Wasn't any harbour down at the Gull Cove. There was water, but there wasn't any
harbour. So, one day a man called me and said, "I'd like to come and talk to you
about Gaba? rus . " So he came. To this very room. And he started to tell me about
Gabarus and the great advantages they were going to have out there. Building a
new steel plant. And he talked for about an hour, and I listened to him. So when he
got all through, | said to him, "Well, I've lis? tened to you for the last hour, and I've
found out that you know nothing about Gaba? rus." Of course, he looked at me. |
said, "In the first place, why didn't you people ask some of the fishermen about that
area? Did you ever consult any of the fishermen?" Oh, no. They had engineers, and
all those high-pressure people. And | said, "You couldn't have chosen a worse spot
in the whole island of Cape Breton." | said, "If you were going to build, which | know
very well you're never--it's never going to happen--a steel plant in Gabarus-- why
didn't you come to where the harbour is?" "Oh," he said, "it's too shallow," He was
an Englishman. And | said, "Shallow? Ninety fathom." | said, "There was never a ship
built that couldn't float in 90 fa? thom of water." "Oh, but," he said, "the harbour
was too narrow." "Narrow?" | said. "Only 4 miles wide," | said, "It would be a very
poor navigator who couldn't turn his ship in 4 miles, | would say." | guess he thought
to himself, "She knows more a- bout Gabarus than | do." It was the silli? est notion.
And you know, they spent mil? lions of dollars out there. People in Syd? ney went
out there and bought property, thought Gabarus was going to boom, you know.
There wasn't a railroad, there wasn't a shipping place, or anything else. Think of the
money it would cost! (You nev? er believed in it?) Of course | didn't be? lieve in it.
CONTINUED (10) The Credit Union Difference. Discover It For Yourself. Today.
When you join the Credit Union, you become a member-shareholder, not just a
customer. That means you can have an equal say, an equal share in how things are
done. You can be sure that the decisions the credit union makes are made right at
home. Another Credit Union difference is that we're always looking for new,
innovative ways to improve our services for you. And by operating close to home

pagel/2


http://capebretonsmagazine.com/modules/publisher/item.php?itemid=1944
http://capebretonsmagazine.com/modules/publisher/category.php?categoryid=114

Cape Breton's Magazine
Cape Breton’s P 9
MAGAZINE

and listening to you, we're able to offer you flexible financial services based on your
needs. Something else comes with being a Credit Union member ~ peace of mind
through security. With financial safeguards built in, the Credit Union is a safe, sure
place to save. Best of all, as a Credit Union member you can expect a good return
on your savings and a fair rate of interest when yoy borrow. The Credit Union
Difference. Discover it for yourself. Today. NEW WATERFORD CREDIT UNION LTD.
Plummer Ave., New Waterford (862-6453) NORTHEAST MARGAREE CREDIT UNION
LTD, Margaree Centre (248-2401) DOMINION CREDIT UNION LTD. 24 Commercial
St., Dominion (849-8648) NORTH SYDNEY CREDIT UNION LTD. 210 Commercial St.,
North Sydney (794-2535) PRINCESS CREDIT UNION LTD. 154 Main St., Sydney
Mines (736-9204) PORT HAWKESBURY CREDIT UNION LTD. Reynolds St., Port
Hawkesbury (625-0190) ELECTRIC EMPLOYEES CREDIT UNION LTD. P. 0. Box 610,
Sydney (564-5457) NORTH ISLE MADAME CREDIT UNION LTD. D'Escousse
(226-2722) GLACE BAY CENTRAL CREDIT UNION LTD. 57 Main St., Glace Bay
(849-7512) BAY ST. LAWRENCE CREDIT UNION LTD. St. Margarets Village
(383-2293) SYDNEY CREDIT UNION LTD. 95 Townsend St., Sydney (562-5593)
1164 Kings Rd., Sydney River (539-1684) MARGAREE CREDIT UNION LTD. Margaree
(235-2659) PORT HOOD CREDIT UNION LTD. Port Hood (787-3246) WHITNEY
CREDIT UNION LTD. 924 Victoria Rd., Sydney (564-6478)| MABOU CREDIT UNION
LTD. Mabou (945-2003) JOHNSTOWN CREDIT UNION LTD. Irish Cove (828-2326) ST.
JOSEPH'S CREDIT UNION LTD. Petit-de-Grat (226-2288) LOUISDALE CREDIT UNION
LTD. Louisdale (345-2015) L'ARDOISE CREDIT UNION LTD. L'Ardoise (587-2414)
MIDDLE RIVER CREDIT UNION LTD. Middle River (295-2572) ST. COLUMBA CREDIT
UNION LTD. lona (622-2626) RESERVE MINES CREDIT UNION LTD. Reserve Mines
(849-4583) COADY CREDIT UNION LTD. 7 West Ave.. Glace Bay (849-7610) j

STEEL CENTRE CREDIT UNION LTD. 340 Prince St., Sydney (562-5559)] -
LOUISBOURG CREDIT UNION LTD. Louisbourg (733-2540) MAIN-A-DIEU CREDIT
UNION LTD. Main-a-Dieu (733-2555) INVERNESS FILENE CREDIT UNION LTD, |
Inverness (258-2045) LEMOYNE CREDIT UNION LTD. Grand Etang (224-2015)
CHETICAMP CREDIT UNION LTD. Cheticamp (224-2055) RIVERDALE CREDIT UNION
LTD. [Lower River Inhabitants (625-1604)1 RIVER BOURGEOIS CREDIT UNION LTD. [
River Bourgeois (535-3101) > THE CREDIT UNION
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