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water supply, and that sort of thing. So, we thought it sounded like a pretty good
deal, and so it was. From '46 until 1953, that little hospital ran inder the manage?
ment of the Red Cross. It was a year-round hospital. The communities participated
the same as always. Because the Red Cross had a cer? tain amount of money which
would run out e- ventually. So they kept up their efforts every year. And then we
started raising funds specifically towards building a new hospital. Because the one
we had was an old, old building. And it wasn't quite big' enough for what we
needed. It certainly wasn t convenient for nursing services or anything like that. It
wasn't laid out for a hospital. You had most of the patients upstairs. And everything
that happened, the nurses had to run up and down the stairs, you know. The water
supply was very poor. We made do, but we often had to take out barrels and
buckets, and haul wa? ter from the brook when the well would run dry. It just had
one small operating room. And that operating room was a very simple af- 6YDNEY
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another fellow down at the gypsum quarry, Henry MacLean ¢ they in? vented an
operating light. And | think that's down in the museum at Cape North. It should be,
anyway. It was made out of a garbage can cover, and they covered it in, and they
wired the thing. It hung from the ceiling, and | think it had 4 outlets for bulbs, you
know, and this hung over your, operating table. It got hotter than hell, too, by the
time you were through with an appendectomy! But any-old-how, it worked. That
was the important thing. And David MacLeod made an intravenous stand. Again, on
the bottom of it, he had 4 of these knobs off--gearshifts--that's what set on the floor.
A very good stand which could be raised and lowered, you know. So that was a
homemade piece of equipment. See, we couldn't buy any of this stuff, we didn't
have the dollars. The women were great canners and things like that. And for the
hospital, the var? ious women around Neil's Harbour would come and help Marie
and the other nurses at the hospital to can meat and stuff. And the 3 meats that we
used to can were chick? en and beef and venison. Now, the chicken and beef we
bought at Cape North.' And then there were two other fellows who were very handy'
with a rifle. And one or the other invariably brought us a big carcass of deer, so we
canned that, too. So, meat- wise, the patients got a fair variety. And we would
probably have 200 quarts, some? times 300 quarts, of protein foods of one kind or
another. You could get all the fish you needed in Neil's Harbour. The po? tatoes and
the various other vegetables, we got around the farms at Cape North, All winter,
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any mild day, there'd be a couple of farmers from Cape North, they would come to
Neil's Harbour with a sleigh- load of potatoes and turnips and cabbages and beets
and carrots and whatever they raised in their fields, you know, the sum? mer
before. And they would sell these and trade some of them to fellows that had
pickled fish or corned fish. And take it back. The trade was mostly barter. They
would get cash from some people. But all winter long these fellows came in with
fresh vegetables, stuff like that. There was a lot more farming went on there then
than there is now. They raised all the beef that was eaten there. Co-operative
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