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902-787-2274  sad experiences. A friend of mine whom I went to college with was
drowned, with a longwall, where the sea came in and they were all drowned. This
has never happened here. There was enough known about the technique so that
they could get away with it. And that is the preferred method, and still is.  (When he
introduced longwall, did he also introduce new machinery, or was longwall a
consequence of introducing new machinery into the mine?) That's a very good
point. The longwall came first. And incidentally, the longwall is a very deceiving
descrip? tion, because the important thing about it is not that the wall is long. The
wall is only long because if you're on to a good thing, you might as well make it as
long as you can. But it's total extraction. It should be called "total extraction." In
other words, you take everything out. (I guess the geologist and the mining engi?
neer understand that the roof can fall in in a controlled way.) Yes, that's it exact? ly.
That's exactly the point. You let the roof fall in, and it has to be in a con? trolled
way. Otherwise, you kill people.  Now the thing is, you're making your wall long--but
how do you get that coal on the longwall out and to the surface? And this is where
the development of machinery has come ino To the point where, now, the oper?
ators are drivers. When I came in, they un? dercut the coal, the coal was blasted
down--the mining term is "shot down." Then men went at it with pick and shovel
and shovelled the coal onto a conveyor, which took the coal down to a belt
conveyor, on which it went out to the surface. There were some mines, when I came
here--I think No. 2 was one--where they still had room and pillar work, and the men
shot down the coal and loaded it into boxes--that's their word for mine cars--and
horses dragged those out. As soon as this new sys? tem (longwall) became
effective, it dis? placed the old system. From then on until the wall was completely
mechanized, it was different stages in mechanization.  (I want to try to get a portrait
of the Cape Breton coal mines in industrial Cape Breton as you found them when
you first came here to work. You found the longwall system in place, and a certain
amount of mechanization.) Wel', the mechanization ex? tended just to two things.
One was, they were still experimenting with face convey? ors ; that is, a conveyor
along the length of the longwall. When I first came, they were what's called "shaker
conveyors." I don't just know how to describe that, ex? cept it has a pan, and the
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