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leam music and go for it, and I was--1 couldn't be bothered with it, by the way. And I
couldn't perform anyway, as he could. He could do anything with the violin and I
couldn't. I was just a straight country player, that was all. I could do a fairly good
square set--that was about the limit of my playing. But handling anything in? tricate,
I could not. And he could. But I wasn't a bit jealous of him, it didn't bother me at all.
I was kind of proud of him.  When we were playing, there was one type of music
that--how will I say it?--that I was considered to be rather good at. That was the
music for a square set. And when we were playing, Angus could have just blinded
me with selections that he knew. But he would always say, "Archie Neil' now you
take the lead." So I had quite a num? ber of selections that I played. And I'd take the
lead. For a square set, we'd play two in 6/8 time, and then what they called a
reel--fast music. And I wasn't a note- player at all--everything was by ear. An? gus
used to tell me, "You should leam the notes," he said, "you have a keen ear just as
good or better than mine. Because," he said, "we play together, and you play ex-
actly as I do." But I knew I couldn't play  Museum of  Cape Breton Heritage 
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DAILY  exactly as he. He could do pretty near any? thing with a fiddle. And I always
felt, you know, a little bit behind.  And I used to use this--and I realize it now--as a
crutch--a mental crutch that would sort of free my conscience--the liq? uor. I'd say, I
drink because it makes me feel good, and I'm equal to the next fel? low when I have
quite a few drinks in me. But it wasn't that. I was trying to psyche myself. This is in
retrospect. I was think? ing then that, well, I can be excused be? cause I'm crippled
and they'll say to them? selves, poor devil, he's got to have some fun in all of that.
But it wasn't. It was because I wanted it, I know what an alco? holic is, as well as
anybody. And I look back on it now, as you say, in retrospect, and I feel that I was
just making this excuse.  But then we got--what started as a one- drink dance
became two, and three. And then everybody wanted to treat the fid? dlers , later
on, as we were growing a lit? tle older. So that we got to the fact, or place, where
we began to buy it for our? selves, see. (You and Angus.) Oh yes. And it would be
nothing to land in with a pint of rum by the neck of the fiddle in the vi? olin case.
When you'd go to a dance, no? body would see it. And then you'd get your chance
and have your drinks, And it gradu? ally, like any other drug, as you became
addicted to it, you wanted more and more of it. (Were you getting drunk?) No, just
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