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aer and lightning. And of course that lasted maybe an hour or so. And where they
used to milk the cows (was) a big clump of big tall trees. When you'd take the cows
home for milk, they'd get in amongst those trees and they'd milk them. When the
boys came in off the road, they left a little gate open. The cows were in this clump
of trees, and they went in, in the hay field. And my mother told one of the older
boys, "Go out and close the gate." Because they'd ruin the hay field-- that time of
the year. He went out, drove them out. And they went in the clump of trees' The
downpour of rain, that was pretty strong. There was a bunch of (men) at the house.
| guess there weren't enough seats for all of them. | know Roddy Nicholson told me
he was standing near the door. And he said, "This clap of thunder come, and the
lightning at the same time--just flash, and the blast at the same time, you know."
That would be possibly overhead. And he said when it did stop, in a half hour or
so--it calmed off and the rain stopped-- they went outside. And here, | don't know if
it was 4 or 5 cows, that were in the clump of trees--they were all dead. The whole
bunch. All that was saved was a lit? tle heifer, a 2-year-old. The reason he was
saved, you know, the cows resented him, and they used to shun him, and chase him
* And he got outside the trees for a little bit, and he was saved. He was the only
one left. That was a real disaster. Mother had a serious ailment before the First War.
| think | was around 9 or 10, We used to make hay on those places that they were
after leaving The Rear. Stephen Maclnnis's farm--there was a lot of good hay. And
my mother used to help, you know. She'd go out. It was all small hand-rakes that
time. Just little scythes. There was no horse machine or anything. And the two older
boys, they'd have a scythe each. Then my mother and Rachel--they'd go out and
start to raking that in rows. And she was after doing this. And she was after making
a big wash that morning, | guess, with the clothes out. That Maclnnis's place was
about a mile and a quarter from us. And we started walking. And she took the rakes
and went out. She used to make lunch for us, too, out there. Anyway, she worked
raking all day. Then she came home. And she took ironing the clothes that she put
out in the morning. And then she took this pain. She took this pain and she was
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