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nice guy, he let the crew go home. He's go? ing down to Port Hawkesbury to tie up
for the winter. And he was just taking 3 guys: himself, one engineer, and one guy to
steer. A skeleton crew. Holy God--it's not even legal to do that. But he couldn't get
the towline aboard his ship. So how were we going to tow him? Anyway, the line
broke--this cable that was holding him from going ashore. Then he really started
drifting fast. (But now) we had no wire to worry with, when it broke-- so we went
right alongside and threw anoth? er line--and he got it hooked up. And there was
Cranberry Light. It was flashing so hard you could see it in the ship's side. We got
him, got hold of him. So we'd have to turn up into the wind, parallel to the shore.
And we were two cables off the rocks when we got hold of him. So the next day I
just put down--my mes? sage to Search-and-Rescue headquarters in Halifax--"Taken
in tow, fishing vessel so- and-so, in position so-and-so." They plotted it, they said,
"What's he doing so close to the shore?" They asked us to con? firm the position. I
even gave the bearing and distance off Cranberry Island Light. They said, "My God!"
It's just a routine rescue, as far as I'm concerned. The Chronicle.Herald and Mail
Star--they came down. "What speed were you going? What about the wind?" And
the wind was up to a 50-knot wind when we got ahold of him. And snowing like
mad--snowing, drifted. Well, visibility was less than a mile. But it's the sea more
than anything else--the sea was just breaking in there. I was try? ing to get that
towline--well, the crew aft were awash--trying to get the line out--our crew. There
were seas coming over. And they were actually tying themselves on to hold onto
this line, to pull this, to make it fast. We had to go astern a couple of times, too.
When we went astern, the sea was coming right over the stern. So it was a quite
exciting time. Your hair turned gray overnight, you know. "Holy geez, what if you
had a failure, a power failure?" They wanted to know when would you have thought
about giving this thing up? I said, "Well, if we didn't'make that turn, I was going to
chop the line. Be? cause I wasn't going to endanger my ship and his too." When we
got back to the base, the lieuten? ant came down, our boss came down. He said,
"Did you ever consider that your ship could have been in danger?" I said, "Geez, the
rescue--we could let go at any time. They have axes back there. We could chop the
line. And then call the R.C.M.P. to pick up the bodies." Capt. Green: We have an ice
reconnaissance aircraft that flies over the Gulf, probab? ly every second day. And
they look at all the ice, and then they send us a map. And they show us the types of
ice that we can encounter in various areas, the concentra? tion, size of the floes,
things like that. Every day we get a (satellite) map. It just tells you what the ice is.
You know what the various thicknesses are, when they give you the "first-year," the
"gray," "gray-white," "new"--and all that. You know what it is. We have our own
helicop? ters that fly out from the ship. They fly ahead of the ship and they'll call
back by radiotelephone td  tell us which is the best way to go, where we're going to
exper? ience the worst ice, where we're going to get the better leads. CONTINUED
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