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tricts--part of the parishes of Farr, Rogart, Gol? spie, and the whole parish of
Kildonan. I was an eye-witness of the scene. This calamity came on the people quite
unexpectedly. Strong par? ties, for each district, furnished with faggots and other
combustibles, rushed on the dwellings of this devoted people, and immediately
commenced set? ting fire to them, proceeding in their work with the greatest
rapidity till about three hundred houses were in flames! The consternation and
confu? sion were extreme; little or no time was given for removal of persons or
property • the people striv? ing to remove the sick and the helpless before the fire
should reach them • next, struggling to save the most valuable of their effects. The
cries of the women and children--the roaring of the af? frighted cattle hunted at the
same time by the yelling dogs of the shepherds amid the smoke and fire--altogether
presented a scene that completely baffles description: it required to be seen to be
believed. A dense cloud of smoke enveloped the whole country by day, and even
extended far on the sea; at night an awfully grand, but terrific scene presented
itself • all the houses in an extensive district in flames at once! I myself ascended a
height about eleven o'clock in the evening, and counted two hundred and fifty
blazing houses, many of the owners of which were my relations, and all of whom I
personally knew; but whose present condi? tion, whether in or out of the flames, I
could not tell. The conflagration lasted six days, till the whole of the dwellings were
reduced to ashes or smoking ruins. During one of these days a boat lost her way in
the dense smoke as she approached the shore; but at night she was enabled to
reach a landing place by the light of the flames! It would be an endless task to give
a detail of the sufferings of families and individuals during this calamitous period; or
to describe its dread? ful consequences on the health and lives of the victims. I will,
however, attempt a very few cases. While the burning was going on, a small sloop
ar? rived, laden with quick lime, and when discharging her cargo, the skipper
agreed to take as many of the people to Caithness as he could carry, on his return.
Accordingly, about twenty families went on board, filling deck, hold, and every part
of the vessel. There were childhood and aged, male and fe? male, sick and well,
with a small portion of their effects, saved from the flames, all huddled togeth? er in
heaps. Many of these persons had never been on sea before, and when they began
to sicken a scene indescribable ensued. To add to their miser? ies, a storm and
contrary winds prevailed, so that instead of a day or two, the usual time of passage,
it was nine days before they reached Caithness. All this time, the poor creatures,
almost without necessaries, most of them dying with sickness, were either
wallowing among the lime, and various excrements in the hold, or lying on the deck,
ex? posed to the raging elements! This voyage soon proved fatal to many, and
some of the survivors feel its effects to this day. During this time, al? so, typhus
fever was raging in the country, and many in a critical state had to fly, or were car?
ried by their friends out of the burning houses. Among the rest, a young man,
Donald McKay of Grumb- morr, was ordered out of his parents' house; he o- beyed,
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in a state of delirium, and (nearly naked) ran into some bushes adjoining, where he
lay for a considerable time deprived of reason; the house was immediately in
flames, and his effects burned. Robert McKay, whose whole family were in the
fever, or otherwise ailing, had to carry his two daugh? ters on his back, a distance of
about twenty-five miles. He accomplished this by first carrying one, and laying her
down in the open air, and returning, did the same with the other, till he reached the
sea-shore, and then went with them on board the lime vessel before mentioned. An
old man of the same name, betook himself to a deserted mill, and lay there unable
to move; and to the best of my recollection, he died there. He had no sustenance
but what he obtained by licking the dust and ref? use of the meal strewed about,
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