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Hong Kong City. Now, they had to march us from Stanley Village across the island--
well, you couldn't go across it directly-- you had to go around in a circle. So they
lined us up 4 abreast. Now, a great deal of us fellows weren't in any marching
condi? tion. A lot of them were wounded, and all this. But they told us, they told the
colo? nel, that they had no time for stragglers, that there'd be a hundred men, a
carrier with a machine gun onto it, and then anoth? er hundred men. So, anybody
fell out, was gone, dead. So we had to struggle pretty well, now, try to keep the
weak fellows in the centre of the line, and keep them on their feet. They were
marching at a good pace, too. We had roughly--I suppose we had about a 15-mile
march. In the meantime, some fellows just gave out, they just couldn't go, they'd
give out completely. I remember there was a big Western fellow with us. There were
two units--there was a Quebec unit and a West? ern unit--in the thing altogether.
Anyway, he was marching next to me. And one of his friends fell. And he said to me,
"I'm going to have to carry him." I said, "Can you?" You had to keep going. He said,
"I'm going tO; try, anyway." You know, he put that fel? low on his back, over his
shoulder, and he carried him for at least 5 miles, till we got to the North Point.  WE
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there was a lot of that. People that actually drug fellows, just dragged them along
with them, you know. Kept them going. But just before we got to the camp, we were
going through one edge of the city: the damn Chinese lined up. And they rocked us,
you know, with ev? erything they could find. Pieces of stick, or rock, or a piece of
mud, or anything they could find. Piled it right to us. Couldn't do anything about it,
couldn't get out of line, or anything. Until one of the Japanese just opened up a
machine gun-- Bruuk!--you know. It must have knocked down at least a dozen of
them. The rest scat? tered then. But they gave us a rough time there for a mile, I'll
tell you. (Now, why would the Chinese do that to you?) I just took it myself that they
were trying to (win) favour with the Japanese. The Japanese were going to be in
command, you know. And I guess, too, a lot of it was that a lot of the Chinese didn't
really like the British for all the years the British had been there. Because they were
pretty rough on them. Before the war, for instance, going down the street, a British
soldier would walk right down the middle of the sidewalk. Ev? erything parted for
him. Because if they didn't part for him, he just simply knocked them down and
booted them out, off the sidewalk. And when we went there, that wasn't our way of
doing things. (The Btit- ish) told us, "Boy, look, you move for them, you'll be out on
the road and they'll be on the sidewalk." And it was true enough. We only were
there a couple of days and we had to start the same thing. They'd SYDCO FUELS
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