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discovered that they were too much trouble, and they shot them. Well, now--this
may happen. But to me, that's not the kind of stuff that you'd tell people. I don't
think those kind of stories do anybody any good. (Do you think it does people good,
though, to have a notion that war is easy, and those kind of things don't happen?)
Well, I've listened to quite a few people talk about war, you know, at conventions,
and here and there and somewhere else. And the people that were really in war,
that really saw real good action and that, will always tell you about the funny things
that happened. (I think the experience you had was a lot uglier than you tell.) As I
say, most peo? ple.... I always figured that the ones that tell you a whole lot of big,
bad things, didn't actually see these things. (But you actually did see big, bad
things.) Yeah, I know, but they sort of go way back in the back of your mind, and
you'd rather talk about the things that, you know.... (But that's not the true picture.)
Yeah, but the true pic? ture's a hard picture to put in. You see, the hundreds of thou
sands of people that never came back at all. The other ones that came back with
their minds gone, and legs and arms and all this gone, you know. Well, that is the
true picture of it. You take ourselves, now--we came back from over there, with
beri-beri, malaria, dysentery. Some of us turned out all right. Ninety per cent of the
boys that came back from overseas were a complete loss. I can count on one hand
the people in New Brusnwick that came back from overseas, that made a success of
life after they came back. You know, out of the hundreds that went from my own
home town, our own area there. They couldn't cope with civilian life, they had
ailments that-- they'd start to work somewhere, and all of a sudden you'd wake up
in the mornings, and you couldn't leave the toilet. Their bosses wouldn't believe all
that stuff, you know. Finally, they were out of their job. One job to the other job, and
so on. So. (But the truth is, when it comes to the war, you don't really tell all that
you've seen.) No, no, no, no. (That's fair enough. You tell enough.) Well, I think you
have a story. You know, a lot of big gory details is not going to make it that much
better. Our thanks to the participants in The Westside Roval Canadian Legion.
Branch #126: Oral History Project. Those interviews served as a guide and
encouragement in our own inter? views. The project was spearheaded by Harold
McArdle, with the help of Jim Kelly (Canadian Coast Guard College) and Don
MacGillivray (University College of Cape Breton). The stu? dents involved were:
Beverly MacDonald, Verna MacNeil, Jamie Maclnnis, and Janice Perry. Our thanks as
well to Mac Johnston, editor of Legion Magazine, who provided us with the photo of
Hong Kong Veterans aboard the Prince Rupert. A Hong Kong Veterans' Association
was created after World War Two, to fight for appropri? ate compensation for those
men who continue to suffer the more subtle wounds of their ex? perience. A special
pension is paid to all Hong Kong Veterans. ponnie Beverage Room Home of Scottish
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