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See, | went to school right away, | had to go to school. But that was very
embarrass? ing. Bad enough in Manitoba. But see, it was a French school. It wasn't
too bad be? cause they weren't that good, | guess, in English, either. Because it was
French they had at home. And | was" 11 years and only had gone to school half a
term. And the teacher was very understanding in Manitoba, | remember, they were
very nice to me. | didn't feel too bad there. But when | went to British Columbia, it
was very embarrass? ing. | never forgot that. This woman was coming home (to
Cape Bre? ton) , and the woman that brought me up (Aunt Kate), she wrote and she
said, "Well, | only loaned you, Annie, when you were go- ¢ ing to be in Manitoba.
But you went out west. And | want you to send her home by this woman (who) is
coming home to Ingon? ish." What would she have done 'f | had re? jected coming? |
can't remember. But | felt bad about that, I'm telling you, leaving all that and
coming home.-And when | landed home--it was just perhaps the excitement of
coming home at the time--well, I'll never forget when | landed home and saw just
what had happened to me. | remember | felt-- was mad at her, for one thing, for
bringing And when you think of it, really, it was kind of selfish of her. Now, she was
there, her father, her brother, and his wife. And you know, she was depending on
them. Well, her father died--well, | guess within a year. He was 86 when he died.
And her bringing me home, now, to that kind of a life. You know, | think it was
selfish, be? cause she knew, now, out there--they had money. They sold--they had
lots of money. They could have sent me to school or given me a good education
or--well, I had every? thing to work for me there, because they could afford it. But
she brought me, you might say, to nothing. Only love and care and... (Only love and
care!) Which a lot of people'd be glad to have. (Yes, but you weren't quite so happy
with that.) No. (An? nie Mae: But you had love and care where you were, too.) Oh, |
had all that in Brit? ish Columbia, along with everything else. See, but | know that |
had that all right there. But it was a bad age to bring a young person home. See, |
would have had, out there, more supervising. Like | was telling you, she didn't
supervise me about who | went with or where | went. My uncle did, you know, more
so. But see, | resented him to do it. Where perhaps | would have taken it better from
her than | was taking it from him. (Pretty rough start.) Wasn't it? And 16, and going
to Sunday school,- and all those things that are connected with church work and
young people and concerts, and going to all those things. And then uprooting that
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Development (And she was crippled at the time, wasn't she?) Yes. Oh, she was
smart, though. Good at her hands--though she was crippled, she was smart, yeah.
(So you came home, and you were not happy. Did you go to school then?) No. And
that's another thing. See, | was 16 then, you know, thinking--oh. And they had a
teacher there by the name of Miss Barkhouse from Halifax. She was a good teacher.
So my un? cle- -but he really should have made me go. He started coaxing me and
wanting me to go. Why wouldn't | go to school and--you know. But if he had forced
me to go, | would have gone. | would have had to go. But see, he Bell Buoy
Restaurant SEAFOOD "Fresh from the Shoreline" yy Steaks * Poultry * Sandwiches
" Luncheon Menu * Children's Menu ' Two Separate Dining Rooms * Fully Licensed
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