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he still, every time he sees me--""Oh, I'll never forget, Annie," he said, "l used to say
to--if | had a passenger coming--'‘You wait--there's always a good supper ahead of
us when we get to MacLeods.' Well, | liked baking, | guess. | liked that kind of work.
But | know that--I had lots of help like that. If we didn't have a girl, | know George
was good to work, in and out, and then we always had some man there. (You had to
feed the mailmen?) Yeah, you had to feed the mailman that came--they had supper
there. And if he's staying all night, | had to give him breakfast. And the north
mailman, the same way. But | didn't mind the mailman, really. It was when they'd
bring a passenger. Perhaps a teacher that was teaching at Ingonish. And she was
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(Annie Mae: People used to go to their mother's and father's wakes in the country.)
Oh yes, people that died. That was the night, | think, we had the 24. The mailmen
were there, and perhaps George's father--he used to be down there quite a bit, too.
And the fellow that was working there with us, and perhaps the girl. | don't know.
Anyway, the mailmen. Two horses came up from Ingonish, and two drivers, to meet
the people that were going down to a funeral. Think of that! Twenty-four people.
One night. That was the winter that we had 5 barrels of floor. We went through 5
barrels of floor. (Did you have a fee that you would charge someone for staying?)
Oh yes, yes, | did. | charged them, oh yes, they knew that. And the mailmen, too.
Oh yes, that's the way we kept them. | mean, we couldn't keep them any other way.
That wasn't what | minded so much, as some? body coming in the afternoon, going
to be in the house, sitting down. That's what | minded, more than, | suppose,
keeping him, | guess perhaps. (Explain that more.) Well, he came perhaps early in
the afternoon. Now he was going to stay and wait for the mail, which perhaps he'd
be there all night. | didn't want him there. You think--doing that to a Mountie!
Wasn't | awful? (So, the way you tell it, you really didn't like running the post office.)
Well, it kind of--1 don't know--got too much to me at last, | guess. (How many years
did you do it?) Ten. But George didn't want to (move)--although he got work over at
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Chappell's (in Sydney). But to tell you the truth, | wanted to move all my life. That |
was there. I didn't like it down there. (In Wreck Cove.) And | wanted to move. And |
remember coming up with my sister in Sydney, and | had a sister in Glace Bay. |
used to ask them, "I wonder if there's any way George could get work, so we could
move over." And | guess that was the reason | wanted to--wasn't, per? haps, the
post office altogether. Might have been just that | want? ed- -that was a good
chance to move. But he didn't want to move. He could have got work, (and) he
could have gone home for the win? ter- -he wouldn't need to stay over all winter.
(But you saw your chance.) But | just had an opening there. We moved in in
January, really. The Montgomerys moved us. We had to get clear of the cattle, get
clear of the horse, get clear of the sheep and everything. Nobody moved into the
house then. We came (
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