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and there was the bear about this high. don't know who got the biggest fright--n  or
the bear! fastest!  I don't know who went the  Tom Doucette  My grandfather, John
Doucette, settled in Ingonish. He married Jane Brewer from North Ingonish and they
settled in the Clyburn Valley, about where the 9th green of the golf course is now.
Their house was built on a sort of a small foothill at the foot of the mountain on the
south side. Jane Brewer/John Doucette had quite a large fam? ily: the oldest being
James, then there was Margaret, Annie, Frank, Bill, and a daugh? ter by the name of
Mary, and finally John, and my father whose name was Tom.  My Uncle Bill used to
tell me when I was young that the original gold mine, which was mined by the
English from 1880 to 1897, was originally mined by the Portuguese.  Now there's an
interesting part to this story (which was told by Uncle Jim)--which I have written
down and have had for many years--which I call "The Kellick (Calaich) Stone." (Note:
"calaich" is Gaelic for moor or anchor, commonly called kellick in English.)  Because
when my Aunt Mary--who died at one year old--when she was born or just before
she was born, there was a Portuguese 3- masted, square-rigged ship come into
Ingon? ish Harbour. Now, there was nothing unusual about this, because in the
spring of the year many Portuguese ships came into Ingon? ish Harbour--sometimes
to escape bad weath? er and sometimes to assemble their fleet before they sailed
into the Gulf of St. Lawrence and farther north. Because the English and the French
pretty well con? trolled Newfoundland and St. Pierre and Mi- quelon and what was
known as the French shore of Newfoundland, so the (authorities) of Cape Breton at
that time were not quite  236 Townsend St.,  Sydney, N.S. BIP 5E8  Phone 539-4566 
Limited Edition Collectors Plates & Fine Giftware  as discriminating, and if ships
were just putting in for shelter, it didn't matter where they came from. So there
used to be many Portuguese ships--and French ships-- even in my younger days. 
But this particular ship, in the spring of 1894 or 1895, was different. One of the as?
sistant cooks on the ship was a teenage girl, approximately 17 years old. While the
ship was in Ingonish Harbour, the young girl took very ill. There were no doctors at
that time, so nobody could determine what really was the matter with her. But
when it came time for the ship to sail, the captain of the ship asked the local parish
priest if he could find someone to take the girl until they returned before going
(back) to Portugal in the fall of the year. Well, it was quite an easy thing to do--
people were good and somebody could always  GEORGE JONES FUELS  FURNACE
and STOVE OIL  f GEORGE JONES FUELS  SYDNEY . GLACE BAY  •  NEW WATERFORD
LOUISBOURG 7 DAY DELIVERY  849-2822       M  We Accept $100.00 Calls       FRESH
FRUIT VEGETABLES  Wholesale / Retail  (OPENyDAYS/WEEJT)  RESERVE MINES
849-2505

page 1 / 1

http://capebretonsmagazine.com/modules/publisher/item.php?itemid=2726
http://capebretonsmagazine.com/modules/publisher/category.php?categoryid=123

