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time, going to the States. Gloucester and Boston were half full of Canadians, if they
ever made a check on it. Especially Glou? cester. And Newfoundlanders. The biggest
part pf the fishermen out of Gloucester was Nova Scotia men--Cape Bretoners--and
New? foundlanders. And Bangor, Maine, the same, half of them. A big pile of them
used to go from here every year to Maine, cutting lum? ber in the lumber woods.
And New Brunswick, too, they used to go there a lot. The Miramichi. (But you chose
the sea.) | chose the sea, for 15 years. | went up in 1913. | was around 20, | guess.
Well, '13, or '12, | forget which. | had an aunt in Gloucester. | had two aunts in
Gloucester. | didn't stay with her when | went there first. | met a friend of mine--he
belonged here to Point Tupper--he was there for about 15, 20 years. A fellow by the
name of Dan Campbell. They just called him "Navy Dan"--he had been in the
American Navy for quite awhile. Anyhow, he BUILDING SUPPLIES 21 McKeen
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County » a County to Explore! took me to board with him at his boarding- house-
-Mrs. Cameron's, they called it. A beautiful boardinghouse. He thought he'd get me
a chance, within the next (month), on a halibut, deepsea vessel, with a skip? per
there that he was with. He sent me down to the wharf to see if his dory-mate was
going to stay or going to leave. His dory- mate (had) said he was going to leave; it
was his last trip. | went down with him. And my God, he came up--"No, he says he's
going to stay this trip." | didn't have very much money when I left here and | landed
in Boston. | think | had about $35. When | went down to Gloucester, | had less. He
put his hand in his pocket, he said, "Here. Here's $10 for you. That'll do you, if
you're not taking a chance till | see you again." And | think | had $10 of my own--I
thought | was rich. But the best of Gloucester at that time was this: you could go in
any boardinghouse there--you had money or no money, at that time--and they'd
wait till you made a trip, to come back to pay them. They didn't want any money
ahead. That's what made it so easy, there were so many flocked there. It made it so
easy. The woman of the boarding? house would wait till you made a trip and came
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back. Well, | went down to the wharf, from one wharf to the other. And one of the
wharves | went down on, | saw a man coming up to? wards me. And he stopped me.
He said, "Are you looking to go fishing?" | said, "Yes, | am, in a way." "Well," he said,
“I'm look? ing for a man to go fishing." "Well, now," | said, "I'm not an experienced
fisherman. | know a lot about handlining. | know about, probably, setting the trawl."
| had fished out here with my father, you know, handlining. | had hauled a trawl a
couple of.times, and baited them up. But not as good as what they could do there. |
wasn't a professional fisherman. And | said, "l never was in a dory in my life. I've
been in fishing boats down in Nova Scotia." "l know," he said, "l belong down to
Nova Sco? tia too." He said, "You're all right." He said, "We're going single-dory
fishing." He said, "Your chance is here. You want to DAN ALEX MACLEOD
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