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living at it, you know. I couldn't afford to make a living.  (Let me say it a different
way. For the work you did, did you then think, "This is fair pay"?) It was the first
place I ever worked. And, to be truthful, I thought it was just great, to have that kind
of money in my pocket on Friday. When you come from a large family, all small
kids--I mean, if you got a dollar, you were a millionaire.  But then I quit there on
Friday, and I went out to the G.I. plant on Monday--it was in the summer--with my
girl friend. She had worked there, and she was off, out on sick leave. And she was
going out to tell them she was ready to go back to work. So I went over with her,
and the girl said to me, "Why don't you fill out an application while you're here?" I
said, "Sure." I had a white suit on. At 10 o'clock I was sitting down, full of grease,
working!  At $1.40 an hour. I went from 80 cents on Friday. On Monday I was
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out there. Of course, I wasn't pre? pared to start work. They asked me did I want to
start right then and there. Or, I could come back the next morning. And of course,
when they told me I was going to get $1.40 an hour, which was 40, 50, 60 cents
more than I was getting--that was like offering me $20 an hour today. "I'll start right
now!" I was scared to death, if I went home, they weren't going to call me to come
back the next day. I wasn't taking any chances.  (And you were wearing a white
suit, and then you were full of grease--you have to explain that to me.) Well, the
(radio) tun? ers, and all the things you picked up-- everything was greased. You
know, all oiled like. Full of black grease. And of course, every time you picked one
up, you were full of grease. It was a dirty job, a very dirty job. Your hands--like, I
used to have to fix these cdlls up, to fit in the machine. And all the time my fingers
were just cut to pieces. We used to tape our fingers up. Of course at this point, the
first week, I didn't know about taping my fingers up. Till I got onto it, eh? And oh,
my hands were cut.  (Did they provide uniforms?) No. No. No, you just wore old
clothes. A lot of the girls wore an apron. But they bought it themselves, and brought
it from home, and took it home and washed it. They never gave you anything. They
gave you gloves to put on your hands. And they used to give you the tape. We used
to put like a little glove on our hand, and then we'd tape these two fingers up. (The
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