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And often what the priest would do is like--'cause there'd always be the tattle- tale,
of course, or he'd find out some way. And then on the next Sunday after that party
had been held, he'd kind of let it be known to the parish that he'd heard that there'd
been a dance. And he might not mention the name of the person, but he'd do it in
such a way that everyone knew who he was talking about. So it was kind of
humiliating to be pinpointed out.  They never did anything--like, for exam? ple, I was
really shocked when they told me that if you got pregnant outside of wedlock, that
often they'd make you sit up in front of the altar, facing the people. But they never
did any kind of that type of public penance if you danced. It was more just a kind of
a public humiliation in that manner. And of course, there would have been private,
probably, penance. 'Cause you'd confess.  I remember one lady telling me. She said
her grandmother told her that she'd con? fessed to the priest that she'd danced.
And the priest had given her, oh, I don't  "V     Blue Heron Gift Shop  Books  • 
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MOST COMPETITORS  know, maybe the rosary to say as penance, or three "Our
Fathers." I can't remember. But not a very large penance. And so the
grandmother--like, she'd only danced once. And later she tells this to her grand?
daughter. She said, "If I'd only known, I would have danced all night!"  (If some
dancing was permitted, I wonder why some of those dances did not have a better
chance of surviving. For instance, they don't do "The Eights" any more, I don't
think.) No, no. No, they don't do those. But I don't think that's got any? thing to do
with the prohibition. I really think that's more got to do with the styles. You know
how fads, and you enjoy this, and then something new comes and you get all
excited because it's new and peo? ple are doing that....  And plus, we're getting into
the period when waltzing started to become popular. I mean, just think, up until a
certain peri? od, at least no one was really touching, except for touching hands. And
even swing? ing originally wouldn't have been done with an embrace-type posture.
It would have been done holding hands, and been more like a turn. And then when
that type of thing came in--swings, and then holding people in a waltz position,
closed or open social posi? tion- -the church went really nuts then. And they
talked--the edicts--I could send you copies of that. The edicts they sent out about
those types of dances. That it was pagan, that it was--what else did they say?
Scandalous, lascivious. Just--lascive, that was the French word-- lascive.  And then
they'd name them.  And plus, in do? ing my research, I found that in Catholic ency?
clopedias, up until about 1950, if you looked up the word "dance" in many of them--
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