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tune for him. And Dan R. said, "Why don't you take that tune, put it in a garbage
can,' put the lid on the garbage can, and then SIT on the garbage can!" | mean, that
was his approach if he didn't like the tune. | mean, you knew exactly where he was
coming from. John Donald: But then by 1959, you know, his sight was getting bad.
He was in Blind River and EI? liott Lake. And he started getting cata? racts. By that
time | was working in the Royal Bank. And one day | went into the post office and |
met Mrs. MacEachern-- John Willie's wife--and she told me Dan R.'s sight was getting
bad, that he was going to have to give up work. So sure enough, he did. And he
moved to Sydney. But from that time on, he was around here. And from then on, |
got to know him bet? ter. And he was telling me all those sto? ries about his days in
Scotland. And even? tually he moved--by 1968 he moved into Marine Atlantic,
Flagships of Atlantic Canada, joining people and places for business and pleasure.
For rates, schedules, or ferry infornnation call Toll-Free (N.S., N.B., P.E.l.)
1-800-565'470. Great -#- Marine Atlantic Marine Atlantique Connections Mabou
with my mother, who was a widow at that time. You know, | used to dig out tunes,
too, that he didn't know. | used to find them in different places. And he'd always ask
me--if he liked them, he'd ask for the tune. And of course | always gave it to him.
And we became great friends. And sometimes I'd criticize him, you know, without
fear of.... John Allan: There was a wonderful story about Dan R., too. You can ask
my brother John Donald about him. And John Donald was talking to Dan R. one time.
He went over to the Cel? tic Music Store in Antigonish and got a whole bunch of
records. And there was this one particular record from Scotland that Dan R. got,
that this fiddler shall remain nameless. | can tell people individually when they
come to see me after reading this! But they said--they came home, and | put the
record on. And this fiddler wasn't very good at all. Really, he wasn't that good. And
Dan R. would just sit down there and start chuckling. (John Allan chuck? les .) "Play
that again." (Chuckles.) This torture again. "Play it again," see. He wanted to hear
how bad.... And he was talking later on to some people at a party, and said to John
Donald, "That record you got--not a very good player. Not a good player at all."
Then the capper was, he finished off by looking at John Donald and said, chuck?
ling. "You could beat him yourself!" (Laughter.) John Donald: (John Donald, where
does Dan R. come from, musically? Do we have any sense of how he began
composing?) No. | can't really say that. It seemed to be just a natural tal? ent. He
used to work in the woods one time--oh. back in the 1930s. And they were nil 1 IN
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