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them, in the high black-heeled shoes, first time. Well, I had seen them, but the first
time some of them had seen, you know, 3- inch high heels and so forth.  Well, they
had such a great week, boy, they could never get over it. And when we took them
back to Sydney, and--they had me as a guard, you know, in case.... Well, they came
back, went to ,work. Well, I used to see them and everything. Sometimes I'd drive
them. Some of them would get married. I wouldn't see them then, very seldom. And
then, the last 20 years, 25 years--God, I'd drive them--they'd be elderly people. I
wouldn't hardly know them, you know. But they knew me. This one'd say, "You don't
know me, Charlie; And I'll be darned if I'm going to tell you who I am. 'Cause I look
terrible alongside of you!" Here it'd be one of the telephone girls, you know, af? ter,
brought up a family and, probably the husband was dead or something. "By God,
that was a great--I'11 never forget that trip to the New York World's Fair."  (Do you
feel it's your responsibility to entertain people that are in your cab?) Not exactly, no.
Unless they talk. But you don't start out with them, talking to them. Unless they're
tourists. And mostly tourists'11 start saying. "Now, driver, tell us all what you think
is what we should know." Well, that'd be different. But take the average man or
woman, or two women, get in your cab. "We want to go to Louisbourg. We want to
go to Glace Bay." Unless they ask you questions, you wouldn't bother talking to
them.  Then, if they said, "What's new in Cape Breton Island, driver? Anything new
you can tell us?" Well, you get talking to them. And they'd tell you stories, where
they came from. Cornwall, Ontario, or Mon? treal, or.... That's the way it went. But
--that was the way I did it. You wouldn't bother to start a big conversation unless
they asked you.  What I saw and what I went through. And the narrow escapes I had
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S.  name a man that could have followed my tracks--and not wear handcuffs!  (Well,
we talked about some of the narrow escapes, times on the ice, times when the car
went down. See "Charlie MacDonald. Tax- icab Driver: From 58 Years Behind the
Wheel." in Issue 52.) Charlie: A lot of them. Trees blowing down, or a post--post
would fall in a windstorm, you'd just clear it. You'd look behind, it was smashed up
on the street. You just got away from it. God. Terrific, boy, terrific.  (Do you find you
miss it? Charlie retired in 1988.) Well, no, because--I knew 6 months before I quit
that it was coming close. Be? cause- -I got 3 or 4 blows on this eye. And I had--the
eye doctor told me, "You've got terrific, straight ahead. But on your right eye,
you've got no side and no back. This one," he said, "you've got lots of it. So," he
said, "depend on that one." Well, dozens of times in the last 6 months, you'd be go- 
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