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think they were from New Waterford--some? where around there, anyway. Cape
Breton. They acted as if they were drunk. But they came in, and they put them with
us. The RCMP put them with us. And we were just-- some of us didn't have supper,
didn't have anything to eat. We were just waiting--we didn't know what was going to
happen. And after about 10 minutes these fellows, they said to one another, "Let's
finish what we came in here to do." And one fellow started to pick at one of our
fellows from New Wa? terford. Then they started to call names. He called him, "You
yellow fascist bas? tards." He said, "You, Mussolini, come over here." He started to
insult him. The first thing, he started to use his fist at him, started to fight. Then we
knew we were in for trouble. And at the same time a couple of the fellows, they told
this fellow to keep quiet, "We don't want no trouble. We don't know why we're here.
We just...."  And at the same time the RCMP were looking through the shutter at the
door. And I went to the RCMP and I told them. I said, "Look.  Sydney  vm  '.??'
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take these fellows out of here. Because we are under the federal protection, and
international laws apply here. We don't de? serve this treatment. We're not
criminals." But he went ahead and he just pulled the shutter and went away. At the
same time, they smashed this fellow bad. I told this fellow--in Italian I told him--I
said, "De? fend yourself." Because he was a big fel? low. We were 13. And they
were only 4 or 5. And some of our fellows were miners. They were heavy, muscled
men; they could have destroyed them. But then, we were told af? terwards, if we
had done that, that the Mounties would have come and shot us.  So they kept on.
And then one of our fel? lows went to the fellows and said, "Lis? ten, boys. Why do
make trouble for? Leave us alone. We don't want no trouble. What are you doing
that for?" And this fellow gave him a punch and split his lip. And this fellow that got
a split lip, he was a powerful man--he was a man who could lift 400
pounds--steelworker. He could have grabbed any of those fellows and lifted them
and thrown them against the wall. He could have smothered them in no time. But
they were all scared, because they knew it was a frame-up.  So I said, "Well," I said,
"either go there to beat them up, or keep away." An? other fellow went and he tried
to make peace and to make them stop, and he got a couple black eyes. And I was
laughing. I said, "What the Christ did you go there for?" I said, "Either defend
yourself or shut them up, or give them a couple blows and knock them out, and
that's it." So they--they were all scared.  So what we did was, a cell was open there,
and no door. The cell had no door. But they had one of those iron springs
--bedsprings. So we took that--we all got in the cell, the 13 of us--and we put this
spring against the door, so that they couldn't get at us. Now we were 13, we were
pretty well jammed close in that little cell. And one fellow started to holler, "Oh,
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God, help me! God help me! God help...!" Oh, he was--you know, he was in
hysterics--he went hysteric.  And then after that, all of a sudden, the 
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