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said, "you know," he said, "one time me play cards with friend. And, play for beer.
Me beat friend, all day, and we drink beer. Friend got sore, got mad." So the
sergeant went in his file, and he looked up the name, the informer, and read the
name. He said, "Joe, you know this - man?" "Yeah," he said, "that's the man, we play
cards." Sergeant said to me, "Could you believe that? Bring.a man in a concen?
tration camp over a game of cards!" This is gospel truth. | can swear this anywhere.
(What do you think they said about you?) Oh, | don't know. | asked him, | said,
"Why don't you show me my informers?" He said, "Your informers are
professionals-- some of them are professionals." "Yes, be? cause," | said, "they used
to tease me about Italy. And." | said, "l would tell them that they must not forget
that their ancestors were not long ago under the heels of my ancestors. That's what
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see," | said, "remember-- I'm an Italian. And I'm' not scared to talk." That's what
they don't like. (So you never found out who it was that had done this.) No. I've
tried to find out. With that Access to Information, | wrote the commissioner. They
can't find the names. They said those names are held by the RCMP in Ottawa
somewhere. And they wrote me back: the only way they'd give you the name is, if
the person has to be dead 20 years, or, if he allows for him to be revealed. Well,
that never happened. (So one day, after 21 months, did they sim? ply put you back
on a train, sent you back to Cape Breton?) Oh, yes. | was the first in Cape Breton to
come back here. (And how were you greeted?) Oh, my wife, that's all. My wife came
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and met me in Truro. | didn't bother--nobody knew. (Everybody knew you were
gone, though, for two years.) Yeah, well, gone. But | mean, when | came back-- oh,
the people here, when | came back here, the people were nice to me. (The war was
still on.) Oh, yeah, 1942. They were nice, they were glad to see me back. And they
said, "Now that you're back, we're going to come and see you." (And business was
good.) Oh, yeah, busi? ness got good again.... But there were a lot of people never
came back to me--oh, no. Some of them would stop in front of my place with shoes
in their hands--stop, and go to my opponents. To show me. Oh, yes, they did it.
They did it. You know, it's an awful thing to do a thing--what they did to the people,
it's an awful thing. You can't pay the humilia? tion received by people who were
interned. You cannot pay--no money. You have downed their character. You see,
and then the government does not come out and apologize or tell the people that it
wasn't done wrong--nothing. It's a horrible thing. See, it's not a question of money
alone. But if the government of Canada had come out and said, "Well, it was a
wartime in? vestigation, it took 8 months, but we have Cape Breton Auto Radiator
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