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Rose: You know, when the Family Herald would come. Grandmoth? er MacNeil--
Lizzie--would sit and sing them. She seemed to know the air of them. Monica
McNenly. Helen's daughter: She had the post of? fice. Helen; That's a story in itself.
You'll have to tell him. Rose; She used to sing. People would gather there when the
mail came. She Elizabeth IUlacNeii ¢ Lizzie, Jimmy Curtls's mother would also read
to them, wouldn't she? Hel? en; Read the stories that would be into it. (Lizzie would
sing to the people who were gathering?) Rose: For the mail. It wasn't just sort of
passed out, like, through a little slot. They came in, and had to be a visit. Helen:
They'd have their cup of tea and.... | forget how many years she kept that post
office--an awful long time. -(And she'd sing songs from the Family Her? ald for the
‘people there?) Yes. (And she'd read the stories?) Yes. Rose; And often they were
continued. So people would be so anxious for the next edition to come. And
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would definitely appear that day for the mail, SO that they would get the
continuing.... She used to (read), too. for a couple of old guys. Monica: People who
couldn't read. Rose: Now. you'd never hear tell of the like of that. Monica; Who will
take the time, now? (Well, | think that's what our whole story is really about, isn't
it?) Helen; Yes. (When you talk to me about these songs and you say, "Oh, no, we
couldn't do that one in a concert because it was too slow, or people'd find it too
draggy. or the story was so long." But in your home, people would take time for one
another, and you would sit there, and the story would be long.) Rose; It was a story.
Because all the songs were really stories. Helen; Yes, it was real facts of life--you
know, things that happened.... (And a lot of the songs that were learned here came
out of the Family Herald.) Yes, a lot. An awful lot of the songs. (And) the North
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Svdnev Herald. | got the song about the loss of the fishermen in that storm, the
sealers. (What air did you put to that?) "The Lake of Pontchartrain," that's the only
one. It suited the song. Come harken all you fishermen that hardships have to
stand And you'll hear of the terrible tragedy on board of the Newfoundland. When
eighty of our brave fishermen, this sad news we for to write, Found dead and more
found dying, in the storm of Tuesday night. < from "The Newfoundland' (You told
me that Tim MacDougall taught you "The Lake of Pontchartrain." Is Tim living now?)
Helen; No. dear, he was drowned out of Boston. He was fishing out of Boston
Harbour. (Any idea how that hap? pened?) No. they don't seem to know what
happened. He was only shortly married. BERNIE'S BAKERY LTD. Siuberges
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