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these mutts on--they can't hurt themselves that bad. So, they'd always be sparring--
I'd watched them sparring ever since | could remember. So | knew what was going
to happen at the fight. (Do you remember whether you enjoyed it or not?) No, |
never did really enjoy it. No. | liked it, but | didn't really enjoy it. (Now, make that
more clear for me. What do you mean by you liked it but you didn't really enjoy it?) |
liked the company and | liked being there, but--and, like | say, | didn't even like my
uncle losing a bird. | used to think there might be a better way, but there didn't
seem to be at the time, so I'd go along with it. But that's--when | went back into it,
that was the understand? ing | gave those fellows, that I'd do the breeding, they'd
do the fighting. | didn't want to get back into it. But | had to, be? cause I'd bred a
bunch of birds. What was | going to do with them? | couldn't sell them. They weren't
proven. Once they were proven, everybody wants them. But nobody's going to buy
a bird they don't know if it can fight or not. So you've got to prove the bird. So | had
to fight them. Once | got them proven, | sold them all. But | really like--I like
breeding them. They're fantastic birds. It costs money, though, to raise them--costs
quite a lot of it. Some of those little buggers only about 5 weeks old when you've
got to part them. Jim: Five weeks, yes, and 3 weeks. They'll kill each other at 3
weeks old. (Oh. So you really do mean it when you say they're born with it.) Oh,
yeah. Nothing to start fighting at 3 weeks. And it's a funny thing, you know, you
take two little chickens like that, and they'll beat each other till they can't see--their
eyes'll be closed. You take them and you put one in a pen, one in another pen, and
leave them in there for a week till they heal up. And let them out. And they'll go
right by every other bird till they hit each other, and they'll go right back at her,
right where they left off. That's what happens. They fight. They start killing each
other off. When they get a little bigger--3 months old, 4 months old--two of them
will get in a fight. You might have 10 of them there. and two of them will getin a
fight. The others'l1 stand there and watch, till one of them gets cut, starts
bleeding. They'll pile on him. They'll kill him. You'll end up with one rooster by the
time they're 6 months old. (If you leave them live to? gether.) Yeah. So what you
do: when they're 3 or 4 weeks old and they're out, you throw a cock out to them.
That's where this old saying-- "cock of the walk." They throw a cock out. They grow
up with him. When any of them get in a fight, he goes over and shows them who's
boss right now. As long as he's over them, he'll break up every fight. They're cowed
under him. He's the boss. You wait till they get 5 months old. And take him away
and throw another cock (in). They'll kill him stone dead. They'll all gang up on him.
(So, for awhile then you keep this "cock of the walk.") Yeah, to give them range
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