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mother died. They had her on the floor on straw, and candles on top of the--you
know--in the wake, whatever. I remember that. Those are scenes. She was going to
buy fish for our Shabbat (Sabbath). And she came to this house. And I was outside,
looking in the window--I didn't go in. But the door, let's say, was here, and the
window was here. And I was looking in there, and then she.... She said she wasn't
feeling too well. And she went in, the woman gave her some milk. And she had
taken the milk like this (like drinking it), bent over--and she was dead,. I happened
to look in the window. So I remember that.  Then I--there's certain things. And I
remember I used to always hang onto her skirts. You know, wouldn't let go of her.
And she told me she was going to put me in jail. So she took me once to the police
station--you know, not in jail, the police station. Then I promised, you know, I
wouldn't do it any more. (Hang on the skirt.) Yeah. So after that--and if I saw a po?
liceman on this side, I was on this side! But if I were on that side, and he was
coming that way, I was already on this side!  So, those are the scenes that I
remember. But much more, I don't....  I don't remember very much of my father--I
wouldn't know what he looked like. (Though you saw him up till you were 14.) Yeah.
Don't remember anything. (Do you remember what your mother looked like?) No.
You see, this is a thing that's bothered me all those years. Then she--a week before
she died, she told my sister that, "You better learn to cook. I'm not going to be
around here next week to show you."   Yona Yazernicki's passport photo • Jack
Yazer  And then I remember, when we went to get the passports to come to
Canada--my father went to go to Warsaw, which was 400 kilome? tres from where
we lived. Then I remember a couple of people (there)--they were talking to me. This
one said, "What are you trying to do with this fellow? You are trying to be smart?
Leave him alone," you know. They had a gang in between them. One was going to
look after us, while the other guy will rob you. One was going to come in to save
you from those two fellows that were trying to harass you, you see. So, I mean,
those  are the only things that  I can remember.  (What did your father do as his
way of making a living?) I think we had a little candy store. I think so. That's what
my brother tells me. I don't remember it at all.  Then another time I re? member, we
used to go in this field I'm talking about. When the army used to come there
some--when they used to kill horses for food. You know, they did it right in the field.
And then you'd watch it and everything else. And then they used to, as a kid, they
used (to get me) to take the horse to the water. Let's say it would be (as far as)
across the street or even farther. So they'd put you on a horse that would throw you
off. They'd put you on--but they'd give you a candy. They'd put you on --the horse
would throw you off. So if you fell on this side, there was  somebody else to put you
back on. If you  fell on that side, somebody put you back on.  You know, just.... So, I
mean, those are the  things that's still in my....  (That's an interesting collage of
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