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(I want to know so much about peddling, though. Being in the homes like that.
Would there be any entertainment? Would they sing, when you were there? Was
that part of it?) Yeah, among themselves, they used to sing. The most of them
always said Grace before you had your meal. They were  Professional Locksmiths 
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family. And a lot of it--don't forget, they spoke (Gaelic)-- which I didn't understand
enough. But then I remember they used to have what you call milling frolics a lot.
Or they used to go like in the church groups, have affairs. And you go in different
homes, playing cards, and teas.  I remember one (milling frolic) very well in
Ingonish. I was learning to speak Eng? lish. And I thought what the word was, but I
didn't think it would come out in my mouth. There was a woman, a Mrs. Hussey. She
had--whatever it was, she dropped it. Then she had tea, and she dropped that.
There were a lot of people around there, you know. She said, "What sign is that?"
(As in, "What does it mean when you drop something?") And my word came with
"clumsiness," and I said it--you know-- "Clumsiness." It came into my mind; I was
just trying to learn to speak English. So she started up, she said, "Johnny Yazer," she
said, "you're not going to sleep with me tonight!" And everybody else, "Oh, I see, so
Johnny Yazer's sleeping with you, eh?" You know, they just kept on, you know,
teasing her. And Johnny Yazer.  Then another milling frol? ic. There was a minister--
what was his name--MacDon? ald- -I think it was Nelson MacDonald. He was a very
strong NDPer, I think. And he used to tell jokes in Gaelic. And he was telling a story
there about Hughie Mary Peggy. You know, like, out the windows--just try? ing to
force the couple to marry, like matchmaking. And everybody was just jumping out
of their seats. I can still remember seeing it--he was trying to ex? plain to me, you
know, what he was translating. And I used to enjoy those things.  And they used to
dance in square dances. They used to love to do that. And they treated me as
though I was part of the family, wherev? er I went. And it was real? ly- -I don't know,
I felt part of them. I'd say the happiest days of my life were when I went peddling.
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The people were so genuine.  (Would they know you were a Jew?) Oh, yes. I always 
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