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I took that and I ran all the way home. You heard that song, "I ran all the way
home." I came burst? ing in the door, and I said, "Aunt Vee, Aunt Vee, I got hired!
Here's my check num? ber. I've got to go to work tonight, on the backshift." This
was  II to 7 then.  And she was so grate? ful. She hugged me, and she cried. And she
went out--she said, "Okay," she put on her coat. She went up to the store--one of
the merchants, Jewish merchants, in the Pier. Whatever money she made, she
bought me overalls and boots, work gloves, and--socks, and a lunch can.  And I
went to work that night on the backshift. I was 17 years old, 17 1/2. Talk about
gladness and happiness--that was it. And of course, everybody, all my other
brothers and two cousins, were all happy because I got the job, because now I could
visualize that I would be able to ease the finances of the household. Well, five boys! 
(What was this job that you had gotten?) This job was in the steel plant--just a
labourer. (Which meant?) Which meant that I was going to get a steady pay every
week. (But what did it mean that you were going to do? What does "just a labourer"
do?) Well, really, I didn't know until I went there. I had no idea. (You still didn't know
what your job....) I had no idea. I was just being hired on the steel plant. That's all
we knew--we were hired on as a steelworker. And so you go wherev? er they direct
you. That's what it was. You go wherever--you were getting a job.... I didn't know
nothing! I knew that  Part of the maze that confronted a young steelworker during
his first days on the plant  there were these different departments, all right. That's
just because you heard them being spoken about in the community.  So I went to
work that night. Didn't know how to find my way in to where I had to go. (You'd
never been into the steel plant?) No. No. (Lived there all your life but you'd never
been....) No. I had no real idea--you couldn't get in. How were you go? ing to get in?
(Oh, I see, your father worked there, but you couldn't go into the steel plant.) No. I
was down where he worked. I used to take sometimes his lunch down to him, where
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