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That's all we're talking about. Many of the other grievance committees actually
assisted and practiced racial discrimina? tion and religious discrimination. (Gener?
al Yard Grievance Committee) wouldn't sup? port it.  These guys were guys that
would bring up cases on the floor (of the union hall). A lot of it sometimes was of a
discriminato? ry nature--not necessarily of racial, it could be religion, you know, or
nationali? ty. They would never get any support from (the president) on it. Oh, he'd
pay lip service to it at the meeting. But he would avoid a clash with the
management person? nel who were responsible for what's going on. He'd never
deal with it. He'd find some way to avoid it, by making promises about "It won't
happen no more," and they were talking to this man and they were talk? ing- -it was
just only a cover,  (How many terms did that person serve as presi? dent?) He
served about three terms. (The  steelworkers put him back in three times.) At least
three times. But he had a big fol? lowing. (What does that tell you?) Well, it tells you
that the steelworkers weren't paying a close attention to the politics of the union as
they should have been....  (Three terms.) Not in a row. He was defeat? ed. He was
there in '56, in '58. Jim Ryan defeated him. Then he in turn defeated Jim the next
time around. And he held on for a couple of terms. Because he was president when I
was elected to the executive in 1964. He was there at the time of Black Friday in
'67. And I defeated him in 1970   But anyhow, let' discrimination.  get back to  the 
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Supplies   •  Marine Engine Supplies  KEN-LEE  AUTO SUPPLY  736-6243  377 Villa
Dr., Sydney Mines  Beautiful  Bras d'Or  Invites You  So, there was discrimination
practiced on the plant--combination of management and men. In many cases the
people who were working on the plant aided and abetted it. 'Cause it was known,
for example, that the bricklayers would not take on people of different nationalities.
They discriminat? ed against blacks--blacks couldn't get a job--that is, to be a
bricklayer. You could be a bricklayer helper. That's all. People of foreign extraction
from Europe could not get a job with the bricklayers. That's the union itself. If you
didn't come in the union, you couldn't get a job  as a bricklayer.  controlled the 
membership.  They  And there was no doubt about it, there were a couple of people,
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