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Murdena Marshall: Mi'kmaq Godparents (Murdena, tell me about Godparenting....)
Well, prior to European contact, the Mi'kmaqg family is gen? erated by the extended
family--the activities of the extended family. That your parents didn't have the sole
responsibility of your upbringing. That oth? er people within your fam? ily also had a
role in ed? ucating you and in making you into a good productive individual. And
those are your grandparents, on both sides, on your mother's side and your father's
side--had a hand. They're the ones that really--from the formative years, which '
"?7'- are 4, 5, 6--had the most influence on you. Because you spent the greatest
amount of time with them. Since your parents were always out gathering food and
doing stuff to keep the elders and the chil? dren fed. So the adults spent most of
their time hunting, getting food for their families. So you spent your greatest
amount of time with your grandparents when you were grow? ing up. From them
you learned about your whole history. You learn about how to run a household. Girls
were taught how to run households, how to take care of siblings. Boys were taught
little things--how to be a hunter--from their grandfathers. Through play, and through
interaction. But there was another individual in your life who had a lot of influence
on you. And that was your other--well, your guar- dian. The "godparents" name just
was t' '1'""- j-it"" 3' 'fe-r' r'. S'f-.' Christianized. But prior to European con?
tact, we had someone within the community who you could turn to if you were in
trou? ble, if you were unhappy. You know, there was somebody for you that's yours.
And that you're identified with that person. And that person's very important to you.
Just as important as your parents. And just as important as your grandparents. It
may be one of your aunts. Or it could be-- someone from the community. The
language tells us that they were from the same gender. That a girl had a woman
mentor, and the boy had a male mentor. But when a girl says "godparent" in her
lan? guage, automatically it springs into the mind of the listener that (the godparent
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