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Pioneer Sunday. And we could all gather there, of all religious denominations, and
have a service for the pioneers--for the wonderful, wonderful, wonderful people that
came and settled this land. The people that we owe everything to. Even the breath
that's in our body. Now, that's what | told them that Sunday | spoke to them there
in Cape North.... That's the first and only time | was ever in the pulpit in a church
and spoke. But | spoke there, and that's what | told them. 1| said, "Look. We look
around us. Every? thing we see, and everything we have, and everything we hold
dear--even to the breath in our body--we owe it to those people. They came here
with nothing. They cleared the land. And they raised their families. They brought
their children in the world here. They tilled the soil. They went to the forest and they
dragged out material to build their habitations. Everything." | said, "Every rock pile
that you see throughout the country. They built their own tombstones. They built
their own memorials. Every one of them." | was in North Bay, at the Legion Hall.
And | said, "Who is writing the history of M'cucnie' Motel and Dining Room
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said, "For goodness sake, there's so many wonderful people here. There's so many
well-educated peo? ple ." And | said, "This place is alive with stories...." | said,
"Think of Ingonish." | said, "Think of the his? tory that's here. The wonderful his?
tory. All the com? panies that were here, buying had? dock. All the ves? sels that
were built here--big vessels, too. All the fishermen that were here. All the people
that were in storms, and some of them drowned and every? thing, from here.
There's fires. The fires through the village. The heartaches, the heartbreaks." And |
said, "Who is there to write about it? Where do you find it? No place." | said, "Where
do you turn to find about the wonderful people that live in this community? The old
ladies that got up at 12 o'clock in the night and tied a shawl around their head in a
snowstorm and laced on a pair of snow- shoes and travelled 2 or 3 miles to help
another woman that was bringing a child into the world." Where do you get that
kind of stuff? You don't get it. You can't find it. Those are the people that made his-
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