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only a few days after that again. Well, Harold and I were out three days, trying to
break through. And I said to Harold, "Oh, the hell with it. I'm going to get a couple of
other fellows to come over with horses. Come out and give my horses a rest." So on
Friday we got George Hussey and Jack Mann to come out. And Mr. Hussey --a
Newfoundland man--he said, "Well, I'll be glad to help you." He said, "I'm sure glad
to help you." He said, "Billy'11 be in Neil's Harbour at half past 10 tomorrow
morning." I said, "That's just the kind of horses we want, sir." And he clapped his
hands like this. Herman  laughs.   He said, "Yes, boy, I'm glad to be able to help you.
Billy'11 go with you in the morning."  So the next morning they started out. And I
left my two horses home to rest, and got their legs to straighten out a bit. We got
down to where we had quit the day before that. We had been at about 5--just about
a 5-mile mark. And I said to George, "Now, let you try Billy ahead, George, for
awhile. See how he'll get along." And--he didn't get as far as from here to where the
car is out there; once he lost his footing, he lost his horse. There was that much
snow on the road, you see, there was no sign of the road. The horses that were 
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they knew where the road was. And I think they could smell it, more so than a horse
that wasn't used to it. And when they got off of the road, they wouldn't get excited
about and begin jump? ing and pawing and trying to get back again. They just--if
they got off of the road, they just lay there. And then after? wards, they spread out
on their hind legs to come back again. And I always took them out of the
harness--took them out of the sleigh, out of the harness, and just left the reins on
them. It gives them freedom.  And Billy went, and he got down there, and he
wouldn't get up. And George said, "You wait till I get a stick, 'cause I'll make him." I
said, "George, just as well leave him. He's not going to be able to do it." So, he went
anyway, cut up a little birch switch. No, he couldn't do it. He didn't get a hundred
feet. So I said to Jack, "You try yours for a little while. Jack, and see what he will...."
So, that day, we made about a mile, with the two horses. Oh, man! Poor Billy, he
never--once he lost the hard road underneath him. While there was snow, you
know, he could reach the hard road while he was on the road. But once he got off to
the side, there was probably 6 feet of snow on the road. And he lost heart and he
just couldn't do it.  So the next day was Saturday, and raining. Oh, pouring rain
when I got up in the morning. So Harold says--my brother-- "You're not going to try
in this rain." I said, "We've got to, Harold. We can't do anything different about it.
Boy, if it comes to freeze on this," I said, "we're going to have the same as we had
with the mare a week ago in that other storm. It's going to be on ice again."  Okay.

page 1 / 2

http://capebretonsmagazine.com/modules/publisher/item.php?itemid=4265
http://capebretonsmagazine.com/modules/publisher/category.php?categoryid=137


Cape Breton's Magazine

We put on our oilclothes--black rub? ber clothes. And we drove down as far as we
had left the evening before that. As  MacAskilFs Funeral Home  Ltd.,  C. D. Duniop &
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