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her. They said that was bad luck, to have a woman around the boat. Oh, yes.
(Would women come down to the shore? Would they be around...?) Oh, yes. They'd
work around the shore, and around at the fish, you know, when they were brought
ashore. But you didn't take them in the boat. Or a lot of them didn't. There might
have been an odd one who would take them that way. But that was the belief of the
old people, I guess. (That a woman's bad luck on a....) | think so--a woman's bad
luck. (Did they mean she would bring the ship down, or that the fishing would be
poor?) I've got no idea what it was. | nev? er believed in any of that stuff myself. No.
(You were always happy to get a woman on board?) Well, it wasn't too often | got
one, but | was happy when | got 'em aboard! Mrs. Clark: And they could have
only white mitts, too. Trueman: Oh, that's when they were fishing. (What is that
about white mitts?) Well, sometimes when the old fel? lows were fishing--well the
skipper, he'd have his mitts and all on there--his white mitts--and going. Some other
fellow come out with a pair of gray mitts on--he never went ashore with them. If
they got ahold of them they'd fire them overboard. It was bad luck to have gray
mitts aboard of a boat. (Isn't that interesting? Anything but white.) They didn't want
gray--gray is what it was. The white mitten was all right, but not the gray one. (Was
there anything at all that the men did for good luck, besides keep the women away?
Would they keep a certain thing on the boat for luck?) I've got no idea, I've got no
idea. (What about yourself, when you fished?) Well, when | fished | went down and |
jumped aboard the boat, | went whichever way she was headed--I went. And if | had
to turn against the sun, it was quite all right to me. But there were some more
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with the sun--it didn't matter how it was--for to go out. If they turned the other way
and they went out, well, they weren't too fussy about it. Or they'd stop in. (I heard
sometime there were those who wouldn't let you talk about a pig. Did you ever hear
that?) Well, down here (in Gab? arus), no, | never heard much about it here. But |
know if | was down here in Lorraine, | think it was--Little Lorraine. There was a fellow
in there--where was he from now? I'm not right sure--close up to DEPART ARRIVE
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