
Cape Breton's Magazine

Page 54 - Joe Delaney and His Scarecrows
ISSUE : Issue 62
Published by Ronald Caplan on 1993/1/1

''k'''i  all that, in order to cultivate that land. It would be a better appearance, you
know.  Anyway, so we did. But we didn't clear it all, you know, in the one year. We
just cleaned out a certain patch the first year. And we put vegetables at one end
and potatoes at the other: 150 yards--450 feet long, 30 feet wide. And every year
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Clearing another 30 feet and another 30 feet. It took us quite a few years to clear it
out open, you know, to have a nice field.  Anyway, once we got all the gardening in,
the potatoes and everything--we were liv? ing two miles from there. I'm talking
about Cap LeMoine, and our home is in St. Joseph du Moine. Not being able to
super? vise the area, the neighbours said, "Joe, we hate to see you doing this,
because we tried it. And the foxes, the deers, the seagulls, and the crows--you
name it--they ate up everything on us."  And then one fellow says, "I don't know--
maybe if you put up a scarecrow." So that gave me an idea. So we came home. And
with the boys, we made three of them--three scarecrows. And in the olden days the
farm? ers --they'd put up a scarecrow. All they'd do is drive a post about 4 feet high
that it would remain, and then they'd nail a board across. Throw an old jacket
around the board. And then the arms--the sleeves, you know--they would flap in the
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