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line-up of the drivers, and make sure there were drivers on, and when to come out
and all that sort of thing. And he'd come in with this parcel, say, "Allan, how about
slipping this on the Acadian for me," he said, "and the Acadian driver'll drop it off.
She'll be waiting for it." He'd have it all arranged. He'd give me the 50C or whatever
it'd cost to do it. He knew I'd make sure that the driver took it, you know. And we
got to be pretty friendly. That went on for some time. And in 1951 Ernie came in
one day. He said, "How much money are you making here?" | said, "About $18 a
week now, | think." He said, "Do you want to make $20 a week," he said, "sala? ry,
and 5% commission? We don't normally pay salary in the car business; it's most? ly

all commission. But," he said, "you're getting a salary now, so...." He said, "I'll give
you that for a year. And," he said, "if you make more than that, commis? sion-wise,
you'll get it. But if you make less," he said, "I'll write it off. And," he said, "you'll

have a new car, and you know a lot of people. | don't see any rea? son why you
can't make some money." So, | was just in the middle of talking the girl there
(Bertha) into getting mar? ried. | was going with her at that time. In fact, | was
driving a bus. One day | took a bus myself and | was coming over from Sydney
Mines. And they were getting on, going to the Business College--all the girls and
fellows that came over here to Business College. | was looking down at the door,
watching them dropping the tok? ens in the cash box. And she got on the bus. |
looked, and | looked back again. | kept looking every day she came on, after that.
The next thing, shortly after that, | went to a dance down at the old Lyceum one
night. Here she was. We danced, and that was it. It started from there.... Oh, it was
a lot of hard work. You were driv? ing all the time. (Would you drive through
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till the roads got too bad. Then you'd have a lit? tle consultation some morning
when there was a storm. And they'd call you aside and, "What do you think?" "Well,
it's getting pret? ty tough. We're going to slide off the road one of these days." You
know, coming down Middle Cape Hill, and those places. (Really windy.) Oh, just
good luck, you know, more than good management, that you stayed on the road.
Well, the spring, you were told what to do in the spring. Because the Department of
Highways told you when you could go on the road. When they'd say the road was
open enough to put the bus on. 'Cause these were dirt roads I'm talking about.
There's no pavement. And when they'd get the graders out and level them off a bit,
you weren't going down to the axles in mud. It was interest? ing . You met a
tremendous pile of people. | had a dandy lit? tle deal going where | was pick? ing
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up a lot of-- not a lot, but a nice little chunk of--my extra buck. There was-- I'm not
going to mention names-- but it was sort of a small hotel in Baddeck. | took a lot of
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