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| think most of his little songs would be in English. But it was strange about him--he
never dis? cussed anything that went on when he was in the war. | mean, in the
fighting part of it. He didn't want to dwell on it. And he had a few medals. But he
never showed them or never--1 think he was more inclined to be ashamed of his role
as a soldier. Be? cause he really wasn't a fighter at all. The only thing, when he'd be
drinking-- usually if he had a couple drinks or some? thing- -he always brought back
this story about when he was in France. And he had a dream, | guess. And he
dreamt of Annie Mae. And he said he woke up, and his pil? low was wet with tears. |
still can hear him telling that over and over again. Be? cause he was lonesome. And
he woke up, and Annie Mae wasn't there, you know. (Whatever the hell a person
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Skir Dhu. (Which churches did your father, Sandy MacDermid, build?) Evelyn:
Bethel. North River ¢ John Fraser. Oliver in Englishtown ¢ up on the hill. Annie Mae:
One at Ross Ferry and one at Big Bras d'Or. South Haven. | thought, one at Ingonish.
Evelyn: That's seven altogether. (They'd all be Unit? ed?) Yeah, after the Church
Union. Remember ¢ 'we were saying that he built them; he was the head carpenter
or the architect, | guess you'd call it « he made the plan and all that. But he had,
you know, others ¢ volunteer ¢ helping him. And I'm sure he vol? unteered a lot
himself.... Wreck Cove....) Fighting a war in France. Huh? He told a few little things
about the terrible conditions. Lice--they were ter? rible. And poor food. And where
they were in foxholes, | guess, you know, it was bad, | guess, really. But he didn't
dwell on it much, at all. (He wrote poetry--where does that come from? Why do you
think he started writing poetry?) | don't know in the world. I'm trying to
think--yes--his Uncle Murdock was a poet. You remember Uncle Murdock
MacDermid, that wrote the one about the woman that lost the Gaelic. (Editor's Note:
"The Girl Who Lost Her Gaelic" is published in Gaelic Songs in Nova Scotia, by
Helen Creighton and Calum MaclLeod.) So I think there was a bit of it in the fami?
ly. Maybe that's where he got it.(Was Un- UNEMPLOYED and Looking for JOB
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