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o- Our Visit with Alfred IVlacKay Continues from Page 6 But there were bad
customers too, you know. | know one merchant. And a fellow got terrible hard in
debt with him. And he was bad to drink, this man. And this day- he collared him in
the store. He told him, you know, he said he'd have to try to pay his bill. Because he
had all kinds of woods. And he said he had no power saw. (The merchant) said, "I'll
give you a pow? er saw." So he did. After a week he went to see. No, he heard, after
a week. That saw--the next day the fellow went and he sold it to another fel? low for
what he paid for it. And he went on a big spree! Alfred laughs. So he was out the
saw; he was in debt worse than ever! (Who first took you to the woods, taught you
how to do it?) Oh, | suppose my father did. (So was he cutting pit propa "uefore
you?) Yes, some. Not as--they wou'u only take a limited amount. You'd get an order
for perhaps a couple of hundred pit props, from the merchant. And you'd take that
in CO him, so you'd get credit for so much. | don't think the price was very high,
(How we learn to do things is always of interest to me.) Well, we were pretty alert
to--you know, a kid did start hack? ing with it, naturally. When you'd see somebody
working, you'd tackle it, and start too. (Wasn't very formal.; Yes. They used to have
chopping frolics. It was a big event to watch this. When 7 or 8 would gather at a
house, they might cut a year's wood. And they would peel off just to the undershirt
and go at it with the axes, you know. It was something to see. Some of them were
really good with the axe.... When you're chopping, if you chop this way, you know,
you're supposed to take a--little chop. Either-handed. When 7?70 Clau Plant Pots
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