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| saw in Russia, also, there's a real similarity in the way the families per? ceive
themselves or interact. | could see it in the way that these people were with each
other. How tight they were with each other, how tight they were as a family unit.
How they depended on each other, how much contact they had with each oth? er.
So when they received me, they re? ceived me the same way as if | was coming to
Cape Breton and going to Aunt Etta's house, and over to Aunt Shirley's and staying
out at Mira. | mean, Mira belongs to a couple of the Chernin boys, you know, and I'm
as welcome to use it as anybody. It's a family thing. My father built that cottage. It's
gone through ??different chang? es and so on but you really feel like you're home.
And | felt that in some way in Russia, as well. That | was welcomed there as a family
mem? ber. And they brought me into their home and they treated me royally and
they were thrilled to know that they had relatives. It's like we found each oth? er.
It's like 0 SOLID ' STIHL YOUNG'S POWER EQUIPMENT LTD. Millville ¢ Boularderie *
Phone 674-2008 GEORGE MacNEIL MEATS Ltd. POINT ACONI 736-8249 ROAD -
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Cayle at the Jewish Cemetery, Glace Bay when you find a missing link. It's like when
something's lost and you think it can never be found again but, in fact, it can be
found again. That, for me, is my particular journey. It's that you can find things
again. You can go back and you can fill up the miss? ing pieces, you know. There is
a way to do that. So sitting beside Uncle Boris, ar? riving in Russia, was for me like
sitting beside Grandpa Chernin and having that sense of being a little girl and
having my grandfather be there for me. | lost my grandfather. Grandpa Chernin,
when | was sixteen. It was a crushing blow, he was the first to go. And my other
grandfather followed somewhat thereafter, and my Aunt Bessie and so on. But that
was the first major death, the first major loss. And this was redeeming it, this was a
way of getting it back, somehow. Going to Russia was a way of finding our roots. |
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