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oatmeal--there was a mill here. They didn't have to buy anything, as far as I can
see. Not very much. (Did you ever go away for a job?) Yeah, once. I came back!
Alfred laughs.   I went out to Regina. I went on an old Harvest Excursion, you know.r
It was kind of a failure. I think I had $80 when I came back. So it wasn't much better
than it would have been here. I learned one thing when I was out. If we worked as
hard here as they were working out there, we'd be better off. Because I worked
from 5 o'clock in the morning till 10 at night. So I was figuring if we'd do that here,
maybe we'd be better off than we were. (But did you like working those hours?) I
didn't mind it. I wouldn't be tired or anything. I didn't like the country. The water
was terrible. And it was dry. I nev? er saw a drop of rain the whole summer I was
there. And the ground drifted like snow does here in the wintertime, when it would
blow. There was no sod or anything, you know. This is the best place to live, I
thought. You're only going to make a living, anyway. If you have something more
than you need, it'll never be any good to you. Isn't that right? (Yes, I think that's
true.... So you came back here, and you took on the farm. Is this where you worked
all your life?) That's right. (You didn't look for jobs elsewhere.) Well, no. I've done a
lot around here. I fished lobsters. And I had boats, and fished herring and
everything that's going. We had 8 milk cows, and we had a bunch of sheep and
stuff. The times were so bad, and there was nobody would buy beef or nothing.
There was an Indian and he came--he was a good fellow, too. And he had no beef.
He said he'd buy some beef. He said, what did I want? So I gave him the cow--I
butchered her. She was a good meat cow, and just split her down the backbone. I
told him, "Give me two boxes of oysters, you can take TAYLOR'S DENTURE CLINIC I  
  DENTURES    I CONSTRUCTED, RELINED & REPAIRED J. B. TAYLOR  •  LICENSED
DENTURIST D.V.A. & Dental Plans Accepted SPECIAL DISCOUNTS FOR SENIORS
Registered with "TAPS" (Services for Veterans) MONDAY-FRIDAY: 9 A.M. to 5 P.M.
(AFTER HOURS ON REQUEST) 92 Charlotte St., Sydney 564-9111 Alfred: "My father's
brother.... He was here too. Alex was his name- Alexander. He trapped some
muskrats, see. He left home with 7 muskrat skins. And he walked to Arichat. And he
got on a vessel, and went to Boston. And after he was awhile in Boston, he bought
an ox and a cart. And he (went to) Montana, selling booze. He died a millionaire. He
owned a silver mine. And there was a Carmichael fellow that lived in Whycocomagh.
They joined up together. And the name of the bank •  they had a bank • MacKay &
Carmichael. For years, that calendar came to the house • MacKay & Carmichael in
Montana • for the business they were in...." half of it." That would be about $10
value of it at the time. So you couldn't make a living on raising cows, you know. I
suppose it's 30 or 40 years ago. And they all had calves--that would be 8 calves.
What was I going to do when the winter came? I MuUins SheU i??o;s:'Cans &
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