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(Were you doing all the laundry?) Oh yes. (No) washing machine in those days!
Haul? ing the water, making it hot on the stove, and "a-rub-a-dub-dub, three men in
the tub." You were doing it by hand. It would be maybe once a week and maybe I'd
have to do it twice a week. Especially house- cleaning time. You were probably
cleaning a little each day. You know, the bed? clothes and your curtains and things
like that. You did that every day. But ordinar? ily it would be a week's wash. Monday
was wash day; Tuesday was ironing. (And Wednesday?) Wednesday you were
probably baking or churning. But Monday and Tuesday was always kept aside for
washing and ironing. 'Cause you had to do everything on the stove. There wasn't
electricity, they didn't know what it was or what it meant. It was quite the chores.
(So from 16 you were in charge of the home.) Everything. I was 24 when I left, the
first time I left (and went to Sydney). After Un? cle Dan, that I always called him,
died. My nerves started getting bad because I had too much responsibility. Like,
when I'd go out to the barn or go out to milk the cows and that I'd think, "Oh, what if
something would happen." Dr. MacMillan, he was the doctor in Baddeck then, and
he told me, "No," he said, "you can't continue." He said. "You have to give it up." He
said. "Even for awhile. Go away for awhile and get something else on your mind
other than the farm." (Were you depressed?) At times I would be. And then I was, of
course, I was always a worrywart. I was always worrying. You know, they had the
old-fashioned stoves then-- that sparks would fly out of if you'd leave a fire on. And
I'd be thinking, "Well, if a fire would start, how would I ever get the old lady out?"
And her crippled, and weighed about three hundred pounds. You know, she wasn't
the easiest person to handle. So then I left and she went with A.J. Mac? Leod and his
wife. They took her for awhile. Then I had to come home. I had gone to Sydney and I
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