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mother, or your father, so how did you find out that you were a girl? Was Mary
Smith equipped to discuss this stuff with you?) Not really. Well, of course, I knew my
mother. The day I left to come here I saw my own mother. And then I used to hear
from her all the time, too, and she used to write things to me in the letters. But to
be honest with you, I was only 11 years old when I first came into woman? hood,
when I first started my periods. I was getting ready for school, it was in September.
I'll never forget it as long as God leaves me my health. I was all dressed up ready
for school and I had to go to the bathroom before. And, of course, it was outdoor
toilets in those days. I had to go out to the toilet before I'd start off for school. And,
oh my God, when I went there my coat was just polluted. I came in bawl? ing and
crying. And they had a maid--they used to have to keep a maid when I was in
school--she came. So she went in and she told the old lady and, of course, I didn't
get to school that day. And there was no such a thing as running to a drug store for
necessary things that you needed for it, they were all made at home them days. But
anyway, I started asking the old lady, "What's this? Am I dying?" That's the way I
put it. "No, no," she said, "you're com? ing into womanhood." But the only thing she
told me was, "You be careful of the boys." Now, to me, what in the world did the
boys have to do with this?! And me on? ly 11 years old, you know. I didn't know O J
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like the saying goes. So anyway, the next day I went to school and old Lexie
MacDonald, Catherine's moth? er, I always used to stop there--Catherine and I used
to go to school together. And she said. "Gwen," she said, "what's wrong? You
weren't in school yesterday?" So I started telling her. And I said, "Cousin Lexie, what
does it mean?" She said, "Aunt Mary didn't tell you?" I said no and I told her what
Aunt Mary said. Well, poor Lex? ie sat down and she started laughing.... Our Visit
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