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Walter Dugas: Oxen & Wood CONTINUED FROM INSIDE FRONT COVER Walter
Dugas: She's (Mrs. Dugas) cleaned that (stove) just as clean as the day it was
bought. (Then ve saw the photo  of Walter with an  ox.)   When I was hauling sand
and rocks for people making concrete wall, with an ox, and my cart. I had three
cows one time. I had 9 heads of cattle one time. That's when I had to quit with hay
fever, see, and then I took asthma. That's me there, too. I look much bigger than I
am--that's after my operation, my lung operation. (I thought that oxen were used
long ago.) Oh, gee whiz, I had an ox since then. I wish I had a picture of it. He used
to haul one cord of wood every load. Was some strong. Walter on top of the biggest
woodpile he ever had. "You see the roof of the house • that was the whole house
before it burned. It was two stories high. And that was the fence there down below.
That's how high the woodpile was." (Did a lot of people have ox here?) Oh, quite a
few, yeah. I trained every ox I had, myself. Right easy to train. Right easy to train.
(Were oxen dangerous?) No. That same ox you see there, I'll tell you what
happened to me one time. That same one there, eh? I was going to a place they call
Grand Lake--it's about three miles from here. And I was going for my second load.
And I was scared I was going to be late, before dark--I had cows to milk. And I was
on a bobsled. I had a pair of bob? sleigh. And I had a kind of a platform from one
bobsleigh to the other. And I was TVust in our stars! **** [ORTH STAR INNl NORTH
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1-800-561-8585 (Atiantic) right in front. And all of a sudden, I went to hold onto a
rope I had from one stake to another. See, what the stake was is to hold the wood. I
went to grab the (rope)--where you go to hold on. And I had a little piece of wood,
with a little piece of line that's about the size of this cord here. And what I did.... I
went to just give him a little whip with the wire--not the wire--it was a kind of a rope.
Went to hit him. And he took off. And when he took off, I lost my balance. And I fell.
And his hind foot--and he was shod with steel shoes. You had to have steel shoes on
an ox, to haul on the ice, eh? (Otherwise,) they wouldn't have been able to haul.
And I said, "Get up!" And I just hit. When I said. "Get up," he took off. And when I
lost my balance I said, "Whoa!" When I said the word, he just drove his two front
feet in the snow like this, and he stopped dead on. And I fell between his two shoes,
headfirst--and he never gave me a scratch. That tells you how you can tame an
animal. That animal was something, to take that. I wouldn't like to do that with
every ox, but I did it with that one. I fell headfirst between his two shoes. He could
have kicked me right in the face, blow my face off. (We think of oxen as big and
strong. Were 7 Union St.  •  GLACE BAY  •  842-1522 (next to Savoy Theatre) Hand
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