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enough. So we seem to have this funny lit? tle triangle of slate caught up in the
boundary between the two terranes, and we don't know where it belongs. We
haven't yet figured that out. So it's one of the ques? tions that still has to be
answered. We've given it the name, the Clyburn Brook formation, because it's best
exposed up Clyburn Brook. Once you go beyond the end of the trail, there are some
really spec? tacular volcanic rocks up there. There are volcanic ashes. And there are
things that are called tuffs. These are rocks--when the volcano blew off, and blew all
the ash and all the debris down the slopes of it, all these great volcanic coarse
debris boulders and so on--chunks of the sides of the volcano--all got caught up
together. And were laid down as an ash. And then all welded together because they
were still very, very hot. And we find some of these tuffs up there as well. They've
all undergone a light touch of metamorphism. They're all greenish- coloured rocks;
they've got the same chlorite mineral in them. But what their source and what their
actual age is, we're still a little bit uncertain. But it seems that they're not
Precambrian any longer. We've at least got them up 150 million years in age. (Do
you have a lot of questions like that, unsolved?) Probably have 40 years worth of
them, yes, to work on. There are a lot of questions. So far all that we've really done
is map the occurrence of the different rock types in the Highlands. We really don't
know how they all fit in in detail, each one with each other yet. There's quite a lot
still to do with that.... (We are approaching  the  end of our walk, deep into  the 
Clyburn  Valley.)   As you go down past the cabin at the end of the trail, there's a bit
of a path down through the woods down to the river. And the first
rocks--bedrock--that you'll en? counter are the black slate of the Clyburn Brook
formation. This is a black slate which we now understand is Silurian in age--it's
about 430 million years old. .the Gem of Victoria County ''? Our thanks once more to
our guide, geologist Rob Raeside. Most of the rocks that you see, though, are just
regular black slate. They've got a very strong cleavage, which runs out in? to the
river. But you'll see a couple of white stripes, or very pale green stripes, in some of
the rock. And those are layers of straight volcanic ash. Somewhere around here,
430 million years ago, there was a volcano on the scale of Mount St. Helens or
Mount Pinatubo, that was blowing its top periodi? cally. And the ash which was
erupted from that volcano drifted out and was de? posited as a layer in the mud-
banks of the shallow seas in the area. And these layers are preserved today-- The
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