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Can you teach that? (Well, you've tried it.) Oh, yes, I've tried. You can, to some--yes,
you can. And it is very surprising. And in every lesson--there were at least a
thousand people that | gave--and this was one of the biggest things that | pounded
into them. "Do your job well. Don't do something that you don't know how to do it.
You're not going to fool anybody. Find out how to do it. Don't be afraid to say, 'l
can't do that. | don't know how to do that.' But when you're sure that you know how
to do it, then you stand on your rights...." Of course, | came from a long line. My
mother was a teacher, and her mother was a teacher. So perhaps you get it in the
bloodstream, | don't know. They knew how to teach. My mother never raised her
voice, that | ever heard her raise her voice. Not that she and my fa? ther didn't have
arguments, and | know they did. But to her children, never raised her voice. |
remember | got a spanking when | was age 3, for stealing somebody's rings. And
that was a spanking in front of all the kids in the neighbour? hood, and over her
knee--spanking on the bottom. Laughs. [I'll always remember that. And | never
stole again, of course. That's the only time, | think, she ever put her hand on any
one of the children. My father was upstairs crying, | think. Laughs. Grandma Moffatt
was highly educated for that day. She came from Acadia, from the Valley, and went
through Horton Academy, which was the forerunner, of course, of Acadia. And when
| think that she started out by horse and carriage from Canard to Canso. And then
took a sailing boat from Canso to North Sydney. And she was 18. Would you do it?
Would you be brave enough to do it, in those days? | don't know what the roads
were like, because that would be 1840, | guess, or '45--something like that. (What
did she come to do?) Teach. At North Sydney. North Sydney was the big place then
in Cape Breton. It was the port that went to Newfoundland. And it had a big, big
farming district around it--Bras d'Or, all that area. And of course, most of the time it
was ice-free. Sydney wasn't any? thing then. Nor was Glace Bay--it was just little
coal mines, | think. So, she taught in North Sydney, and married. And went to Bras
d'Or to be a farmer's wife. And she went--and I just think now: His mother was
there, who was a widow. And | think there Cape Breton Auto Radiator co RADIATOR
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